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PART I
Item 1. Business

General

References to “Applebee’s,” “we,” “us,” and “our” in this document are references to Applebee’s
International, Inc. and its subsidiaries and any predecessor companies of Applebee’s International, Inc.
We develop, franchise and operate casual dining restaurants under the name “Applebee’s Neighborhood
Grill & Bar.” With over 1,800 restaurants as of the fiscal year ended December 25, 2005, Applebee’s
Neighborhood Grill & Bar is the largest casual dining concept in the world, in terms of number of
restaurants and market share. Applebee’s International, Inc. maintains an Internet website address at
www.applebees.com. We make available free of charge through our website our annual report on Form
10-K, quarterly reports on Form 10-Q, current reports on Form 8-K, and all amendments to those reports
as soon as they are reasonably available after these materials are electronically filed with or furnished to
the Securities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”).

We opened our first restaurant in 1986. We initially developed and operated six restaurants as a
franchisee of the Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill & Bar Division of an indirect subsidiary of W.R. Grace
& Co. In March 1988, we acquired substantially all the assets of our franchisor. When we acquired the
Applebee’s Division, it operated 13 restaurants and had ten franchisees, including us, operating 41
franchise restaurants.

As of December 25, 2005, there were 1,804 Applebee’s restaurants. Franchisees operated 1,318 of these
restaurants and 486 restaurants were company operated. The restaurants were located in 49 states and 14
countries outside of the United States. During 2005, 144 new restaurants were opened, including 92
franchise restaurants and 52 company restaurants.

Our current strategy is to focus solely on the Applebee’s concept. We currently expect that the
Applebee’s system will encompass at least 3,000 restaurants in the United States as well as the potential
for at least 1,000 restaurants internationally.


http://www.applebees.com/

The following table sets forth certain unaudited financial information and other restaurant data relating to
company and franchise restaurants, as reported to us by franchisees:

Fiscal Year Ended

December 25, December 26, December 28,
2005 2004 2003
Number of restaurants:
Company:
Beginning of year ..........ccocoeiiiiniiic e 424 383 357
Restaurant Openings ..........ccocevererenienienennens 52 32 26
Restaurant CloSiNgS........ccccovevvrviiveiieriesesennens Q Q) 2
Restaurants acquired from franchisees............ 11 10 11
Restaurants acquired by franchisees................ — — (9)
ENd Of Year ....cccoveveieiece e 486 424 383
Franchise:
Beginning of year........ccccooevvieievecene e, 1,247 1,202 1,139
Restaurant Openings .........ccccvcvvevrveivereereerennens 92 77 74
Restaurant CloSings........cccovvvvveiveieereesesennens (10) (22) 9)
Restaurants acquired from franchisees............ (11) (10) (11)
Restaurants acquired by franchisees................ — — 9
ENd Of Year ...cccoveveevice e 1,318 1,247 1,202
Total:
Beginning of year........cccccoovveieieneinieeen 1,671 1,585 1,496
Restaurant Openings .......c.ccoeveeererinienerinennens 144 109 100
Restaurant CloSiNgS........ccccoveverenerinieeneneniens (11) (23) (11)
ENd Of Year .....ccoveeiecececeeeee e 1,804 1,671 1,585
Weighted average weekly sales per restaurant:
COMPANY ... $ 45552 $ 46536 $ 45,000
FranChiSe .....c.covvieiiiiiceceeeeee e $ 48908 $ 47613 $ 45,271
TOtal o $ 48,019 3 47,345 3 45,205
Change in comparable restaurant sales®:;
COMPANY vt (0.9)% 3.8% 5.2%
Franchise ... 2.7 % 5.2% 3. 7%
TOtal o 1.8% 4.8% 4.1%
Total operating revenues (in thousands):
Company restaurant sales...........cc.ccceeveuennen. $ 1082641 $ 976,798  $ 867,158
Franchise royalties and fees@.............c.ceeu.e. 128,813 121,221 109,604
Other franchise income®.........c.ccovvevvvriennn 5,196 13,615 13,147
TOtal o $ 1216650 $ 1111634 $ 989,909

) When computing comparable restaurant sales, restaurants open for at least 18 months are compared from period to period.

@ Franchise royalties are generally 4% of each franchise restaurant's reported monthly gross sales. Reported franchise sales, in
thousands, were $3,223,505, $3,001,287 and $2,725,179 in 2005, 2004 and 2003, respectively. Franchise fees typically range
from $30,000 to $35,000 for each restaurant opened.

@ Other franchise income includes insurance premiums from franchisee participation in our captive insurance company and
revenue from information technology products and services provided to certain franchisees.



The Applebee’s System

Concept. Each Applebee’s restaurant is designed as an attractive, friendly, neighborhood establishment
featuring moderately-priced food and beverage items, table service and a comfortable atmosphere. Our
restaurants appeal to a wide range of customers including young adults, senior citizens and families with
young children.

Applebee’s also offers its customers the convenience of carry-out service. In 2002, we initiated a “To Go”
program which includes the use of standardized state-of-the-art packaging, interior and exterior signage and
a focused training program. In addition, the program features the additional convenience of our Carside To
Go™ initiative in which customers place their orders by telephone, park in designated spots at our
restaurants and servers deliver their orders to their vehicles. We completed the implementation of the
Carside To Go™ service at all company-owned restaurants where practicable in 2003 and franchisees
completed implementation in substantially all of the franchise restaurants in early 2005.

We have developed certain specifications for the design of our restaurants. Our restaurants are primarily
located in free-standing buildings, end caps of strip shopping centers, and shopping center malls. Each of
our restaurants generally has a bar, and many restaurants offer patio seating. The decor of each restaurant
incorporates artifacts and memorabilia such as old movie posters, musical instruments and sports equipment.
Restaurants also frequently display photographs, magazine and newspaper articles highlighting local history
and personalities. These items give each restaurant a unique, neighborhood identity, which is an important
aspect of the Applebee’s brand. In addition, we require that each restaurant be remodeled every six to seven
years to embody the design elements of the current prototype.

Menu. Each restaurant offers a diverse menu of moderately-priced food and beverage items consisting of
traditional favorites and signature dishes. The restaurants feature a broad selection of entrees, including
beef, chicken, pork, seafood and pasta items prepared in a variety of cuisines, as well as appetizers, salads,
sandwiches, specialty drinks and desserts. Substantially all restaurants offer beer, wine, liquor and premium
specialty drinks. During 2005, alcoholic beverages accounted for 12.2% of company-owned restaurant
sales. During 2004, we launched a strategic alliance with Weight Watchers™ to offer Weight Watchers™
branded menu alternatives to our guests. We currently have ten Weight Watchers™ items on our menu. As
part of our exclusive arrangement with Weight Watchers™, we pay a percentage royalty on the total sales
for Weight Watchers™ menu items sold.

Restaurant Operations. We and our franchisees operate restaurants in accordance with operating standards
and specifications. These standards pertain to the quality, preparation and selection of menu items,
maintenance and handling of food, maintenance and cleanliness of premises and associate conduct. Our
quality assurance department is responsible for establishing and monitoring our food safety programs. We
develop all standards and specifications with input from franchisees, and they are applied on a system-wide
basis.

Training. We have comprehensive training programs for restaurant associates and managers. The training
programs utilize a combination of on-the-job training, video, computer and print-based materials. Program
materials are routinely revised to reflect the most recent operational procedures and standards.

Restaurant associates are provided with a structured orientation and five-day training program upon hire.
This training is provided by restaurant trainers who have completed an extensive certification process to
become a trainer. In addition, associates receive ongoing training to further develop their job skills and
knowledge.

Restaurant managers complete a training and orientation process upon hire. The program is executed at
certified training restaurants located throughout the Applebee’s system. The training program provides skill



and knowledge training for key operations and management processes. In addition, ongoing training and
development programs are offered for experienced managers in the areas of leadership and operations
management.

Prior to opening a new restaurant, a training program is provided to all new hourly associates. The training
is conducted by certified, experienced trainers from Applebee’s restaurants located throughout the system.
Upon the opening of the restaurant, the training team remains for an additional six days to provide support
and coaching to the new associates.

Marketing. We have historically concentrated our advertising and marketing efforts primarily on food-
specific promotions, Carside To Go™ and Applebee’s branded messaging. Our marketing includes
national, regional and local expenditures, utilizing primarily television, radio, direct mail and print media.
In 2005, approximately 4.0% of company restaurant sales was allocated for marketing purposes. This
amount includes contributions to the national marketing pool which develops and funds the specific national
promotions, including Weight Watchers™ and Carside To Go™. We focus the remainder of our marketing
expenditures on local marketing in areas with company owned restaurants.

Information Technology. We believe technology can enable us to achieve our operational goals. Our in-
store systems including point-of-sale and food, kitchen and labor management systems are tightly
integrated with our above-store data warehousing and decision support platforms. This integration
provides management with a timely, accurate, and comprehensive view of our business performance.

Supply Chain. Maintaining high food quality and system-wide consistency is a central focus of our supply
chain program. We establish quality standards for products used in the restaurants, and we maintain a
limited list of approved suppliers and distributors from which we and our franchisees must select. We
periodically review the quality of the products served in our domestic restaurants in an effort to ensure
compliance with these standards. We have negotiated purchasing agreements with most of our approved
suppliers which result in volume discounts for us and our franchisees. Additionally, we purchase and
maintain inventories of certain specialty products to assure sufficient supplies for the system. Due to
cultural and regulatory differences, we have specific requirements for each country in which our franchisees
operate.

Quality Assurance. We are committed to providing our customers with products that meet or exceed
regulatory and industry standards for food safety as well as our high quality standards. Our quality
assurance department establishes and monitors our food safety programs in domestic restaurants, including
restaurant, supplier and distributor audits, food safety and sanitation monitoring and product testing.

Company Restaurants

Company Restaurant Openings and Franchise Acquisitions. Our expansion strategy is to cluster restaurants
in targeted markets, thereby increasing consumer awareness and convenience, and enabling us to take
advantage of operational, distribution and advertising efficiencies. Our development experience indicates
that when we open multiple restaurants within a particular market, our market share increases.

In order to maximize overall system growth, our expansion strategy through 1992 emphasized franchise
arrangements with experienced, successful and financially capable restaurant operators. We continue to
expand the Applebee’s system across the United States through franchise operations, but beginning in 1992,
our growth strategy also included increasing the number of company owned restaurants. We have tried to
achieve this goal in two ways. First, we have strategically developed certain company territories. Second,
when franchises are available for purchase under acceptable financial terms, we have selectively acquired
existing franchise restaurants. Using this strategy, we have opened 370 new company Applebee’s
restaurants and acquired 134 franchise restaurants over the last 13 years and have expanded from a total of



31 company owned or operated restaurants as of December 27, 1992 to a total of 486 as of December 25,
2005. In addition, as part of our portfolio management strategy, we have sold 35 restaurants to franchisees
during this 13-year period.

We opened 52 new company Applebee’s restaurants in 2005 and anticipate opening approximately 40 new
company Applebee’s restaurants in 2006. The following table shows the areas where our company
restaurants were located as of December 25, 2005:

Area
New England (includes Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,

New York, Rhode Island and Vermont) ............ccccecevvveevivnnsiennnn 73
Minneapolis/St. Paul, MiNNESOta...........ccceerrreireerrersee e 67
Detroit/Southern Michigan ..........cccveveiniiicicces e 65
St. Louis, Missouri/INOIS ........cc.ooeviiiiii it 57
B =) GO 48
VTGN oot 47
Kansas City, MiSSOUN/KaANSaS........c..ccovereeeriererieieseseseesesesesseseesens 33
Washington, D.C. (Maryland, Virginia). ..........c.ccceerrreeiennnnnenn. 32
San Diego/Southern California...........cccovveeiinnneeiiseccs 21
Las Vegas/Reno, Nevada..........ccccccvvvveveieeinnenenee e 16
Central Missouri/Kansas/ArKansas ..........ccccveveeveveieeviesessseeriesnens 12
Albuquerque, NEW MEXICO ........ccorrieieeiiiriniseeieisisiseee e 8
MeEMPAIS, TENNESSEL.......cveeerrerierieeee e seree et 7

Restaurant Operations. The staff for a typical restaurant consists of one general manager, one kitchen
manager, two or three managers and approximately 60 hourly associates. All managers of company
owned restaurants receive a salary and may receive a performance bonus based on financial performance,
guest and associate retention measures. As of December 25, 2005, we employed three Regional Vice
Presidents of Operations, 13 Directors of Operations and 80 Area Directors. The Area Directors’ duties
include regular restaurant visits and inspections which ensure the ongoing maintenance of our standards
of quality, service, cleanliness, value, and courtesy. In addition to providing a significant contribution to
revenues and operating earnings, we use company owned restaurants for many purposes which are
integral to the development of the entire system, including testing of new menu items and training of
franchise restaurant managers and operating personnel.

The Applebee’s Franchise System

Franchise Territory and Restaurant Openings. We currently have exclusive territory franchise
arrangements with 76 franchise groups, including 29 international franchisees. We have generally
selected franchisees that are experienced multi-unit restaurant operators who have operated other
restaurant concepts. Our franchisees operate Applebee’s restaurants in 43 states and 14 countries outside
of the United States. We have assigned development rights to the vast majority of domestic territories in
all states except Hawaii or have designated them for company development.

As of December 25, 2005, there were 1,318 franchise restaurants. Franchisees opened 74 restaurants in
2003, 77 restaurants in 2004, and 92 restaurants in 2005. We anticipate approximately 80 franchise
restaurant openings in 2006. Franchisees may open more or fewer restaurants depending upon the
availability of appropriate new sites.



Development of Restaurants. We make available to franchisees the design specifications for a typical
restaurant, and we retain the right to prohibit or modify the use of any set of plans. Each franchisee is
responsible for selecting the site for each restaurant within their territory. We assist franchisees in
selecting appropriate sites, and any selection made by a franchisee is subject to our approval. We also
conduct a physical inspection, review any proposed lease or purchase agreement and make available
demographic and other studies.

Domestic Franchise Arrangements. Generally, franchise arrangements consist of a development
agreement and separate franchise agreements. Development agreements grant the exclusive right to
develop a number of restaurants in a designated geographical area. The term of a domestic development
agreement is generally 20 years. The franchisee enters into a separate franchise agreement for the
operation of each restaurant. Each agreement has a term of 20 years and permits renewal for up to an
additional 20 years in accordance with the terms contained in the then current franchise agreement
(including the then current royalty rates and advertising fees) and upon payment of an additional franchise
fee.

For each restaurant developed, our standard franchise arrangement requires an initial franchisee fee
(which typically ranges from $30,000 to $35,000) and a royalty fee equal to 4% of the restaurant’s
monthly gross sales. We have executed agreements with a majority of our franchisees which maintain the
existing royalty rate of 4% and extend the current franchise and development agreements until January 1,
2020. These revised agreements contain provisions which allow for the continued development of the
Applebee’s concept and support our long-term expectation of at least 3,000 restaurants in the United
States. The terms, royalties and advertising fees under a limited number of franchise agreements and the
franchise fees under older development agreements vary from the currently offered arrangements.

Marketing. We currently require domestic franchisees to contribute 2.75% of their gross sales to the
national marketing pool and to spend at least 1.0% of their gross sales on local marketing and promotional
activities. Franchisees also promote the opening of each restaurant and we reimburse the franchisee for
50% of the out-of-pocket opening advertising expenditures, subject to certain conditions. The maximum
amount we will reimburse for these expenditures is $2,500. Under our franchise agreements, we have the
ability to increase the combined amount of the advertising fee and the amount required to be spent on
local marketing and promotional activities to a maximum of 5% of gross sales.

Training and Support. We provide ongoing advice and assistance to franchisees in connection with the
operation and management of each restaurant through training sessions, meetings, seminars, on-premises
visits and by written or other material. We also assist franchisees on request with business planning,
restaurant development, technology and human resource efforts.

Operations Quality Control. We continuously monitor franchise restaurant operations, principally
through our full-time franchise Area Directors (30 as of December 25, 2005) and our Directors of
Franchise Operations (5 as of December 25, 2005). Company and third-party representatives make both
scheduled and unannounced inspections of restaurants to ensure that only approved products are in use
and that our prescribed operations practices and procedures are being followed. During 2005, these
representatives made an average of two visits to each of our franchise restaurants during which they
conducted an inspection and consultation in the restaurant. We have the right to terminate a franchise
agreement if a franchisee does not operate and maintain a restaurant in accordance with our requirements.

Franchise Business Council. We maintain a Franchise Business Council which provides us with input
about operations, marketing, product development and other aspects of restaurant operations for the
purpose of improving the franchise system. As of December 25, 2005, the Franchise Business Council
consisted of eight franchisee representatives and three members of our senior management team. One
franchisee representative is a permanent member. Franchisees elect the franchisee representatives



annually. The Franchise Business Council is also responsible for the appointment of members to
advisory committees related to marketing, supply chain, information technology and food development.

Franchise Financing. Although financing is the sole responsibility of the franchisee, we make available
to franchisees information about financial institutions interested in financing the costs of restaurant
development for qualified franchisees. None of these financial institutions is our affiliate or agent, and
we have no control over the terms or conditions of any financing arrangement offered by these financial
institutions.

In 2003, we arranged for a third-party lease financing company to provide capital to qualified franchisees
for investments in certain sales and technology initiatives over a three-year period ending in September
2006 under standard leasing terms and conditions. Under the terms of the arrangement, we do not
guarantee any portion of the financing.

In 2003, we arranged for a third-party financing company to provide up to $75,000,000 to qualified
franchisees for short-term loans to fund remodel investments, subject to our approval. Under the terms of
this financing program, we provided a limited guarantee pool for the loans advanced during the three-year
period ending December 2006. In the fourth quarter of 2005, this program was terminated and we were
released from the guarantees that we had previously provided under this program.

In 2004, we arranged for a third-party financing company to provide up to $250,000,000 to qualified
franchisees for loans to fund development of new restaurants through October 2007, subject to our
approval. We will provide a limited guarantee of 10% of certain loans advanced under this program. We
will be released from our guarantee if certain operating results are met after the restaurant has been open
for at least two years. As of December 25, 2005, there were loans outstanding to six franchisees for
approximately $50,400,000 under this program.

Service Marks

We own the rights to the “Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill & Bar®” service mark and certain variations
thereof and to other service marks used in our system in the United States and in various foreign
countries. We are aware of names and marks similar to our service marks used by third parties in certain
limited geographical areas. We intend to protect our service marks by appropriate legal action where and
when necessary.

International Franchising

International Franchise Arrangements. We continue to pursue international franchising of the
Applebee’s concept under a long-term strategy of controlled expansion. This strategy includes seeking
qualified franchisees with the resources to open multiple restaurants in each territory and those with
familiarity with the specific local business environment. We currently are focusing on international
franchising in Canada, Central and South America, the Mediterranean/Middle East and Mexico. In this
regard, we currently have development agreements with 29 international franchisees. These franchisees
operated 72 international restaurants as of December 25, 2005. The success of further international
expansion will depend on, among other things, local acceptance of the Applebee’s concept and our ability
to attract qualified franchisees and operating personnel. We also must comply with the regulatory
requirements of the local jurisdictions, and supervise international franchisee operations effectively.

We work closely with our international franchisees to develop and implement the Applebee’s system

outside the United States, recognizing commercial, cultural and dietary diversity. These local issues
involve the need to be flexible and pragmatic on all elements of the system, including menu, restaurant
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operations, training, marketing, purchasing and financing. Our strategy of controlled expansion allows us
to address these issues in a deliberate and systematic manner.

Employees

As of December 25, 2005, we employed approximately 32,260 full and part-time associates. Of those,
approximately 640 were corporate personnel, 2,050 were restaurant managers or managers in training and
29,570 were employed in non-management full and part-time restaurant positions. Of the 640 corporate
associates, approximately 220 were in management positions and 420 were general office associates,
including part-time associates.

We consider our associate relations to be good. Most associates, other than restaurant management and
corporate personnel, are paid on an hourly basis. We believe that we provide working conditions and
wages that compare favorably with those of our competition. We have never experienced a work
stoppage due to labor difficulty, and our associates are not covered by a collective bargaining agreement.

Executive and Other Senior Officers of the Registrant

Our executive and other senior officers as of December 25, 2005 are shown below.

Name Age Position

Lloyd L. Hill.......c..cocennnn. 61  Chairman of the Board of Directors and Chief Executive Officer

David L. Goebel................... 55  President and Chief Operating Officer (Member of the Board of
Directors effective January 2006)

Steven K. Lumpkin.............. 51 Executive Vice President, Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer,
and Member of the Board of Directors

John C. Cywinski ................ 43 Executive Vice President and Chief Marketing Officer

Carin L. Stutz .........ccooeeeee. 49 Executive Vice President of Operations

Stanley M. Sword................. 44 Executive Vice President and Chief People Officer

Rohan St. George ................ 46  President of International Division

Philip R. Crimmins.............. 54 Senior Vice President of Development

Michael Czinege.................. 52 Senior Vice President and Chief Information Officer

Miguel Fernandez................ 51  Senior Vice President of Company Operations

Kurt Hankins ...........ccccoe... 45 Senior Vice President of Menu Development and Innovation

David R. Parsley.................. 59  Senior Vice President of Supply Chain Management

Carol A. DiRaimo................ 44 Vice President of Investor Relations

Beverly O. Elving................ 52 Vice President and Controller

Rebecca R. Tilden ............... 50  Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary

Lloyd L. Hill was elected a director in August 1989. Mr. Hill was appointed Executive Vice President
and Chief Operating Officer in January 1994. In December 1994, he assumed the role of President in
addition to his role as Chief Operating Officer. Effective January 1, 1997, Mr. Hill assumed the role of
Co-Chief Executive Officer. In January 1998, he assumed the full duties of Chief Executive Officer. In
May 2000, Mr. Hill was elected Chairman of the Board of Directors. As part of Applebee’s succession
plan, Mr. Goebel was named President effective January 1, 2005. In January 2006, the Board of Directors
announced plans to separate the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer positions, and implement
Applebee’s leadership succession plan. In the summer of 2006, Mr. Hill anticipates recommending to the
Board that Mr. Goebel become the next Chief Executive Officer. Following the role separation, Mr. Hill
will continue to serve as Chairman of the Board. Prior to joining Applebee’s, Mr. Hill served as President
of Kimberly Quality Care, a home health care and nurse personnel staffing company from December
1989 to December 1993, where he also served as a director from 1988 to 1993, having joined that
organization in 1980.
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David L. Goebel was employed by Applebee’s in February 2001 as Senior Vice President of Franchise
Operations and was promoted to Executive Vice President of Operations in December 2002. In January
2004, Mr. Goebel was promoted to Chief Operating Officer. In January 2005, he was also named
President. In January 2006, Mr. Goebel was named to the Board of Directors and he assumed additional
responsibilities including serving as principal executive officer. Prior to joining Applebee’s, Mr. Goebel
headed a management company that provided consulting and strategic planning services to various
businesses from April 1998 to February 2001. Prior to 1998, he was a franchise principal with an early
developer group of the Boston Market concept. Mr. Goebel’s business experience also includes positions
as Vice President of Business Development for Rent-a-Center (a subsidiary of Thorn, EMI) and Vice
President of Operations for Ground Round restaurants.

Steven K. Lumpkin was employed by Applebee’s in May 1995 as Vice President of Administration. In
January 1996, he was promoted to Senior Vice President of Administration. In November 1997, he
assumed the position of Senior Vice President of Strategic Development and in January 1998 was
promoted to Executive Vice President of Strategic Development. He was named Chief Development
Officer in March 2001. In March 2002, Mr. Lumpkin assumed the position of Chief Financial Officer
and Treasurer. In January 2004, he was appointed to the Board of Directors. Prior to joining Applebee’s,
Mr. Lumpkin was a Senior Vice President of a division of the Olsten Corporation, Kimberly Quality
Care, from July 1993 until January 1995. From June 1990 until July 1993, Mr. Lumpkin was an
Executive Vice President and a member of the board of directors of Kimberly Quality Care. From
January 1978 until June 1990, Mr. Lumpkin was employed by Price Waterhouse LLP, where he served as
a management consulting partner and certified public accountant.

John C. Cywinski was employed by Applebee’s in July 2001 as Senior Vice President and Chief
Marketing Officer and he was promoted to Executive Vice President in January 2004. Prior to joining
Applebee’s, Mr. Cywinski was employed as Vice President of Brand Strategy for McDonald’s
Corporation from April 1999 to July 2001. From October 1996 to April 1999, he was President of Buena
Vista Pictures Marketing, the motion picture division of The Walt Disney Company. Prior to The Walt
Disney Company, Mr. Cywinski was Vice President of U.S. Marketing for Burger King Corporation,
where he held various positions of increasing responsibility from 1989 to 1996. He started his career with
the Leo Burnett Advertising Agency in 1984.

Carin L. Stutz was employed by Applebee’s in November 1999 as Senior Vice President of Company
Operations. In January 2005, she was promoted to Executive Vice President of Operations. Prior to
joining Applebee’s, Ms. Stutz was Division Vice President with Wendy’s International from July 1994 to
November 1999. From 1993 to 1994, she was Regional Operations Vice President for Sodexho, USA.
From 1990 to 1993, Ms. Stutz was employed by Nutri/System, Inc. as Vice President of Corporate
Operations. Prior to 1990, Ms. Stutz was employed for 12 years with Wendy’s International.

Stanley M. Sword was employed by Applebee’s in August 2005 as Executive Vice President and Chief
People Officer. Prior to joining Applebee’s, Mr. Sword was employed for seven years as an executive
with Cerner Corporation. He was hired in August 1998 as Senior Vice President and Chief People Officer
and became President of Cerner’s Great Lakes region in August 2003. Prior to Cerner, Mr. Sword spent
five years with AT&T including three years as the Vice President of Organization Development of NCR
Corporation and two years as a client partner in the outsourcing practice of AT&T Solutions. Prior to
joining AT&T, Mr. Sword spent ten years with Accenture Consulting in a variety of roles within their
systems integration practice.

Rohan M. St. George was employed by Applebee’s in November 2004 as President of the International

Division. Prior to joining Applebee’s, Mr. St. George was a managing director for Yum! Restaurants
International which included responsibility for Puerto Rico, the U.S Virgin Islands and Venezuela. From
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1998 to 2003, he was Vice President of Global Operations for KFC, Pizza Hut and Taco Bell. Prior to
1998, Mr. St. George had 14 years operations experience with Pizza Hut and KFC in various management
positions.

Philip R. Crimmins was employed by Applebee’s in August 2002 as Vice President of Operations
Excellence. In September 2003, Mr. Crimmins was promoted to Senior Vice President of Development.
Prior to joining Applebee’s, he was employed by Pizza Hut, Inc. for 27 years, most recently as Vice
President of Service Strategies. While at Pizza Hut, Inc., Mr. Crimmins held several other positions of
increasing responsibility, including senior leadership positions in research and development, concept
development, customer satisfaction, field training, and restaurant operations.

Mike Czinege was employed by Applebee’s in April 2004 as Senior Vice President and Chief
Information Officer. Prior to joining Applebee’s, Mr. Czinege was Executive Vice President of North
American operations for Celerant Consulting. From 1996 to 2004, he was a partner and later Vice
President of Cap Gemini Ernst & Young, one of the world’s leading providers of consulting, technology
and outsourcing services. Mr. Czinege has nearly three decades of industry and consulting experience in
manufacturing and supply chain management operations, business planning, sales and marketing, and
information systems.

Miguel Fernandez was employed by Applebee’s in January 1995 as Area Director in California before
becoming Director of Operations in 1996 for Pacific Gold, Inc., an Applebee’s franchisee. He rejoined
Applebee’s in September 1998 as Regional Vice President of Company Operations. In January 2005, he
was appointed Senior Vice President of Company Operations. Prior to joining Applebee’s, Mr. Fernandez
served as Vice President of Operations for Ninfa’s Mexican Restaurants, Regional Director of Operations
for Acapulco Restaurants and Vice President of Operations for Casa Vallarta Mexican Restaurants.

Kurt Hankins was employed by Applebee’s in August 2001 as Vice President of Research and
Development. In December 2003, Mr. Hankins was promoted to Senior Vice President of Menu
Development and Innovation. Prior to joining Applebee’s, he served as Vice President of Food and
Beverage for Darden Restaurants, Inc. from July 1999 through July 2001. From August 1994 to July
1999, he served as Director of Food Research and Development for Darden Restaurants, Inc. Prior to his
employment with Darden Restaurants, Inc., he held various positions in food and beverage research and
development within the restaurant industry.

David R. Parsley was employed by Applebee’s in April 2000 as Senior Vice President of Purchasing and
Distribution.  In January 2003, Mr. Parsley was named Senior Vice President of Supply Chain
Management. Prior to joining Applebee’s, Mr. Parsley held several positions with Prandium, Inc.,
operator of El Torito, Chi-Chi’s and Koo Koo Roo, from November 1996 to April 2000, most recently as
Senior Vice President of Quality and Supply Chain Management. He has also held purchasing positions
with The Panda Management Company, Carl Karcher Enterprises, Proficient Food Company, Inc., and
Baxter Healthcare Corporation.

Carol A. DiRaimo was employed by Applebee’s in November 1993 as Associate Director of Financial
Planning and Reporting and was promoted to Director in 1995. She was named Director of Treasury and
Corporate Analysis in 1998 and Director of Investor Relations and Corporate Analysis in April 2000. She
was promoted to Executive Director of Investor Relations in January 2003 and Vice President of Investor
Relations in February 2004. Prior to joining Applebee’s, she was employed by Gilbert/Robinson, Inc.
from May 1989 to November 1993. Ms. DiRaimo, a certified public accountant, was also employed by
Deloitte Haskins & Sells for six years.

Beverly O. Elving was employed by Applebee’s in June 1998 as Director of Corporate Accounting. In
September 2002, Ms. Elving was promoted to Vice President of Accounting. In February 2005, she was
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named Vice President and Controller. Prior to joining Applebee’s, she was Chief Financial Officer from
1996 to 1998 for Integrated Medical Resources, a publicly-held management services company. From
1990 to 1996, Ms. Elving was employed by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation as Director of
Financial Operations and was later promoted to Vice President of Financial Operations & Accounting.
Ms. Elving, a certified public accountant, was also employed by Arthur Andersen & Co. for five years.

Rebecca R. Tilden was employed by Applebee’s in November 2003 and became Vice President and
General Counsel in January 2004. Prior to joining Applebee’s, Ms. Tilden was an independent consultant
specializing in corporate compliance and ethics issues. From 1987 to 2000, Ms. Tilden was employed by
Aventis Pharmaceuticals, Inc., in various positions of increasing responsibility and served most recently
as Vice President, Assistant General Counsel and Secretary.

Item 1A. Risk Factors

Our business and operations are subject to a number of risks and uncertainties. The factors listed below
are important factors that could cause actual results to differ materially from our historical results and
from those projected in forward-looking statements contained in this report or in other filings with the
SEC.

We and our franchisees may not be successful in operating restaurants profitably.

Our financial success depends on our ability and the ability of our franchisees to operate restaurants
profitably. The profitability of our restaurants is dependent on a number of factors. The most significant
factors are:

the availability of management, restaurant staff and other personnel;

acceptable leasing or financial terms;

the availability of capital to finance growth;

effective national campaigns and local marketing;

effective menu pricing;

appealing menu items;

increases in minimum wage and the impact of other employment laws;

increases in food, labor and other operating costs related to new menu initiatives;
the ability to manage a large number of restaurants in many geographic areas with a standardized
operational and marketing approach; and

o the extent of competitive intrusion in the market.

In the course of expanding, we and our franchisees may enter new or more highly competitive geographic
regions or local markets in which we may have limited operating experience. There can be no assurance
of the level of success of our restaurants in these regions or particular local markets. Newly opened
restaurants typically operate with below normal profitability and incur certain additional costs in the
process of achieving operational efficiencies during the first several months of operation.

We and our franchisees may not be successful in opening the number of restaurants anticipated.
Our continued growth depends, in part, on our ability and the ability of our franchisees to open additional
restaurants. The opening of new restaurants, both by us and our franchisees, depends on a number of
factors, many of which are beyond our control or the control of our franchisees. The most significant
factors are:

o the cost and availability of suitable restaurant locations;
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e acceptable leasing or financial terms;
the availability of capital to finance growth;

o cost-effective and timely construction of restaurants (construction can be delayed due to, among
other reasons, labor disputes, local zoning and licensing matters, and weather conditions); and

e securing required governmental permits and licenses.

Substantial increases in capital expenditure costs may adversely impact future growth.

Our capital expenditures are primarily related to the development or acquisition of additional restaurants,
maintenance and refurbishment of existing restaurants, and expansion of information technology systems,
office space and other corporate infrastructure. The costs related to restaurant development, maintenance
and refurbishment include purchases and leases of land, buildings, equipment and repairs and
maintenance. The labor and material costs expended vary by geographical location and are subject to
general price increases. There can be no assurance that future capital expenditure costs will not increase.
In addition, capital expenditures will be required to maintain and refurbish restaurants as they age. There
can be no assurance that we will remain profitable in these restaurants even after maintenance and
refurbishment has been completed.

Our continued growth is, in part, dependent upon our ability to find and retain qualified
franchisees and for those franchisees to operate restaurants profitably in compliance with our
standards, build new restaurants and plan for succession.

Although we have established criteria to evaluate prospective franchisees, there can be no assurance that
our existing or future franchisees will have the business abilities or access to financial resources necessary
to open the required number of restaurants or that they will successfully develop or operate these
restaurants in their franchise areas in a manner consistent with our standards.

We intend to continue our efforts to franchise restaurants in certain international territories. The ability of
franchisees to open and operate restaurants outside of the United States is subject to the same factors as
are applicable to opening domestic restaurants described above, as well as factors related to additional
legal, regulatory, cultural acceptability and building design issues involved in international locations.
There can be no assurance that we will be able to attract qualified franchisees or that such franchisees will
be able to open and operate restaurants successfully.

Increased competition for locations, customers and staff could adversely impact our profitability.

Competition in the casual dining segment of the restaurant industry is expected to remain intense with
respect to price, service, location, concept, and the type and quality of food. There is also intense
competition for real estate sites, qualified management personnel, and hourly restaurant staff. Our
competitors include national, regional and local chains, as well as local owner-operated restaurants. There
are a number of well-established competitors, some of which have been in existence for a longer period
than us and may be better established in the markets where our restaurants are or may be located.

Further penetrating existing mature markets could impact the sales and profitability of our existing
restaurants in those markets.

Part of our restaurant development may occur in more mature markets. Our restaurants typically attract
customers within a limited trade area. Sales and profitability of existing restaurants may be negatively
impacted by the opening of a restaurant within this trade area.

Our profitability could be adversely impacted by economic, demographic and other changes that
impact guest traffic.
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Our business is affected by changes in consumer tastes and by national, regional, and local economic
conditions, demographic trends and traffic patterns. We can also be adversely affected by publicity
resulting from actual or alleged food quality, illness, injury or other health concerns or operating issues
related to restaurant operations or from food suppliers.

The impact of government regulation may cause us to incur additional costs or liabilities.

Our restaurants are subject to various international, federal, state and local government regulations,
including those related to the sale of food and alcoholic beverages and labor laws. Failure to obtain or
maintain the necessary licenses, permits and approvals, including food and liquor licenses, could
adversely affect our operating results or delay or result in our decision to cancel the opening of new
restaurants. Local authorities may suspend or deny renewal of our food and liquor licenses if they
determine that our conduct does not meet applicable standards or if there are changes in regulations in
which we are unable to comply.

We are subject to “dram shop” statutes in some states. These statutes generally allow a person injured by
an intoxicated person to recover damages from an establishment that wrongfully served alcoholic
beverages to the intoxicated person. A judgment substantially in excess of our insurance coverage could
harm our financial condition.

Various federal and state labor laws related to employment eligibility, minimum wage requirements,
overtime pay, meal and rest breaks, and other matters have an effect on our operating costs. Changes in
these laws, including additional government-imposed increases in minimum wages, overtime pay, paid
leaves of absence and mandated health benefits, and increased tax reporting and tax payment
requirements for associates who receive tips, or a reduction in the number of states that allow tips to be
credited toward minimum wage requirements could harm our operating results.

The federal Americans with Disabilities Act prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability in public
accommodations and employment. Although our restaurants are designed to be accessible to the disabled,
we could be required to make modifications to our restaurants to provide service to, or make reasonable
accommodations for, disabled persons. We are also subject to various federal and state environmental
regulations that could delay or prevent development of new restaurants in certain locations.

We are also subject to federal and state laws that regulate the offer and sale of franchises and the
relationship with our franchise partners. These laws and regulations, together with decisions of several
state and federal courts may limit our ability to enforce certain provisions of, or alter or terminate our
franchise agreements.

Our continued growth may depend, in part, on our acquisition of franchised Applebee’s
restaurants.

There is no assurance that we will be able to find franchise restaurants available for purchase or that we
will be able to acquire franchise restaurants at favorable prices. In addition, if we do successfully identify
and complete acquisitions in the future, the acquisitions may involve the following risks:

e increases in our debt and contingent liabilities;

e entering geographic markets in which we have little or no direct prior experience; and

e unanticipated or undiscovered legal liabilities or other obligations of acquired franchise
restaurants.
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Even if we are successful in acquiring franchise operations, there is no assurance that we will be able to
operate the acquired restaurants profitably. The integration of acquired restaurants into our operations
may involve a number of issues, any of which could materially and adversely affect our operations and
financial performance. These issues include:

e burdens on our management resources and financial controls;

o diversion of corporate resources and acquisition integration issues, such as business process
and system incapabilities;

o potential loss of key personnel of acquired franchise restaurants; and

o potential loss of customer relationships and related revenues.

Our growth and profitability could be impacted by the lack of needed inventories.

Our profitability depends, in part, on our strategies to control food costs. Our dependence on
commodities subject us to the risk that shortages or interruption in supply, caused by adverse weather or
other conditions, could adversely affect the availability, quality or cost of ingredients. Changes in the
price of commodities, particularly beef and chicken, could materially impact our profitability. We may
not be able to react to increased food costs by adjusting our supply chain practices or menu pricing which
would negatively impact our operating results.

Our global supply chain may be subject to interruptions, dislocation or may be rendered less effective for
a variety of reasons such as:

political unrest;

animal borne disease or illness;

contamination of growing fields, water supplies or animal processing facilities;
inadequate storage facilities; and

loss of effective climate controls in storage facilities and processing plants.

Our continued growth depends on our successful adaptation and implementation of our operating
systems.

System-wide expansion has and will continue to require the implementation of enhanced operating
systems. We regularly evaluate the adequacy of our current policies, procedures, systems and resources,
including financial controls, information technology systems, field and restaurant management, and
vendor capacities and relations. There can be no assurance that we will adequately address all of the
changing demands that our planned expansion will impose on such systems, controls, and resources.

We may acquire one or more additional restaurant concepts.
Operating more than one restaurant concept presents many significant risks that could, individually or
together, have a material adverse effect on our business and financial results. Our success in acquiring or
investing in new concepts is subject to the following risks:

e the attention of our management team may be diverted from the Applebee’s system and

operations may suffer as a result;
e we may be unable to identify suitable opportunities;
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e we may pay too much for a new concept in relation to its long-term potential and actual
economic return to us; and

e we may be required to borrow the funds needed to make an acquisition, thereby increasing
our interest expense and debt level.

In addition, our ability to expand another concept, through our own development or through franchising,
will be subject to risks such as:

e we may not be able to find suitable locations at appropriate purchase prices or lease terms;

e we may not be able to attract franchisees;

e we may experience construction delays or cost overruns caused by numerous factors, such as
shortages of materials and skilled labor, labor disputes, weather interference, environmental
problems, and construction or zoning problems;

e we may not be able to hire and train experienced and dedicated operating personnel;

e we may face competition from other restaurants, including other Applebee’s; and

o the new concept may not be profitable.

A significant increase in litigation could have a material adverse effect on our results of operations,
financial condition and business prospects.

We are sometimes the subject of complaints or litigation from guests alleging illness, injury or other food
quality, health or operational concerns. Adverse publicity resulting from these allegations could harm the
operation and profitability of our restaurants, regardless of whether the allegations are valid, whether we
are liable or whether the claim involves our restaurants or one of our franchisees.

Failure to comply with the various federal and state labor laws pertaining to minimum wage, overtime
pay, meal and rest breaks, unemployment tax rates, workers’ compensation rates, citizenship or residency
requirements, child labor requirements and sales taxes, may have a material adverse effect on our
business or operations. Further, employee claims against us based on, among other things, discrimination,
harassment or wrongful termination may divert our financial and management resources and adversely
affect our operations.

Item 1B. Unresolved Staff Comments

Not applicable.
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Item 2. Properties

As of December 25, 2005, we operated 486 company restaurants. Of these, we leased the building for 86
sites, owned the building and leased the land for 213 sites, and owned the land and building for 187 sites.
In addition, as of December 25, 2005, we owned 12 sites for future development of restaurants and had
entered into 17 lease agreements for restaurant sites we plan to open during 2006. Our leases generally
have an initial term of 10 to 20 years, with renewal terms of 5 to 20 years, and provide for a fixed rental
plus, in certain instances, percentage rentals based on gross sales. In addition, our leases in many
instances include escalation of rent payments during the initial term and/or during the renewal terms.

Under our franchise agreements, we have certain rights to gain control of a restaurant site in the event of
default under the lease or the franchise agreement.

We own an 80,000 square foot office building and lease a 23,000 square foot office building in Overland
Park, Kansas, located in the Kansas City metropolitan area, in which our corporate offices are
headquartered. We also lease office space in certain regions in which we operate restaurants.

In 2005, we entered into an agreement to purchase land for a new corporate headquarters in Lenexa,

Kansas, located in the Kansas City metropolitan area. In January 2006, we completed the purchase of the
land and anticipate relocating to our new corporate headquarters in the latter half of 2007.
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The following table sets forth the 49 states and the 14 countries outside of the United States in which
Applebee’s are located and the number of restaurants operating in each state or country as of December
25, 2005:

Number of Restaurants

State or Country Company Franchise Total System
Domestic:
Alabama — 26 26
Alaska....... — 2 2
Arizona...... — 30 30
Arkansas 1 7 8
California........ccoceeveevieiiiecceeins 22 80 102
Colorado.......c.ccovveveeeiieiieecreeeens — 32 32
CONNECLICUL .....ccvveeveeciee e — 11 11
Delaware .......cccccevveveevieecieeceeeen, 2 8 10
Florida.......cocvevvveviiceicicce e, — 96 96
[C1-To] (o | - SRR — 69 69
Idaho — 10 10
HENOIS ..o, 12 48 60
INdiana .....c.ccoovevveiieeieeee e, 7 58 65
lowa...... — 23 23
Kansas 16 19 35
Kentucky ......cccooeveinieiiiincieee 5 30 35
LoUiSiana.......cccceevvevreeiiieeiriecieenen, — 16 16
MaINE ..cveiiieiciece e 10 — 10
Maryland..........cccoevvrieniiineriennn, 11 13 24
MassachuSetts ........ccccvveeeeieiieinnns 37 — 37
Michigan ..., 65 18 83
MiINNEsOota..........coeevveevieecreecrreenen, 63 2 65
MISSISSIPPI «.veveeeeeiieese e 3 12 15
MISSOUT ..ot 60 2 62
MoNntana .......cocccoeveeeeciiee e, — 7 7
Nebraska .......coccoeveeeeiveccieceeenen, — 18 18
NEVada .....coecveiriiieire e 15 — 15
New Hampshire ........ccccocevevvennann. 15 — 15
NEW JErSEY .....covvvieiiiieiiiiciiiiens — 43 43
New MEXICO.......ccceevveviveeireeirreennen, 8 10 18
NEW YOrK.....cooevvereveeiieecieeereeenen 1 91 92
North Carolina .......c..ccocoeevveevernnn. 2 54 56
North Dakota..........cccccevveerveierennen. — 9 9
(@] oo SRR — 86 86
Oklahoma.........cccoevveveieiieieinenn, — 17 17
(O] =T (o] IO PR — 17 17
Pennsylvania.........c.ccocoeenereinnnn 1 58 59
Rhode Island ..........ccoccovvveivvennennen. 7 — 7
South Caroling .........ccoveevvecveeinnns — 41 41
South Dakota.........cccceeveveveecreeinnenns — 6 6
TENNESSEE......vveevreeeeciree et 5 37 42
TEXAS..ccotiieeeiriee et 48 37 85
UtaN..ccccceee e — 12 12
Vermont ......cocvevveeeveeiee e, 3 — 3
Virginia ....cocooeeeveineneneeee, 62 1 63
Washington ..o, — 33 33
West Virginia.......ccccooeevieieneenne. 1 13 14
WISCONSIN.....ccvieviecreecvee et 4 39 43
WYOMING oo — 5 5
Total DomestiC.......cccccvvvevvvernnnnne. 486 1,246 1,732
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Item 3.

We are involved in various legal actions which include, without limitation, employment law, wage and
hour, dram shop claims, personal injury claims and other such restaurant operational matters. In each
instance, we believe that we have meritorious defenses to the allegations made and we are vigorously

State or Country

Number of Restaurants

Company

Franchise

Total System

Other countries:
Bahrain

Mexico ..
(O 17 | SR
Saudi Arabia
United Arab Emirates....................
Total International......................
Total System ........ccceoeevvennene.

Legal Proceedings

defending these claims.

We believe that the ultimate disposition of these matters will not, individually or in the aggregate, have a
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1,318

1,804

material adverse effect upon our business or consolidated financial position.

ltem 4.

Submission of Matters to a VVote of Security Holders

Not applicable.
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Item 5.

PART II

Market for Registrant’s Common Equity, Related Stockholder Matters and Issuer
Purchases of Equity Securities

Our common stock trades on The Nasdaqg Stock Market® under the symbol APPB.

The table below sets forth for the fiscal quarters indicated the reported high and low sale prices of
our common stock, as reported on The Nasdaq Stock Market®.

2005 2004
High Low High Low
First Quarter $ 2919 $ 2469 $ 28.040 $ 23.80m
Second Quarter $ 2865 $ 2425 $ 28550 $ 23.30
Third Quarter $ 2679 $ 1995 $ 26.72 $ 2250
Fourth Quarter $ 2398 $ 19.73 $ 26.68 $ 2226

Number of stockholders of record at December 25, 2005: 1,341

We declared an annual dividend of $0.20 per common share in October 2005 for stockholders of
record on December 23, 2005, and the dividend was paid on January 23, 2006. We declared an
annual dividend of $0.06 per common share on December 9, 2004 for stockholders of record on
December 24, 2004, and the dividend was paid on January 21, 2005.

We presently anticipate continuing the payment of cash dividends which will be dependent upon
future earnings and cash flows, capital requirements, our financial condition, returns to
shareholders and certain other factors. There can be no assurance in 2006 or future years as to the
amount that will be available for the declaration of dividends, if any.

For information on our equity compensation plans, refer to Item 12, “Security Ownership of
Certain Beneficial Owners and Management and Related Stockholder Matters.”

™ The sales prices have been adjusted to reflect a three-for-two stock split effected as a 50% stock dividend paid on June 15,

2004.
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5. Issuer Purchases of Equity Securities

During fiscal year 2005, we repurchased 8,288,093 shares of our common stock at an average
price of $23.66 for an aggregate cost of approximately $196,100,000. The table below sets forth
purchases of our common stock during the fourth quarter of fiscal 2005:

Purchases of Equity Securities®

(a) (b) (©) (d)
Total Number of Maximum Dollar Value of
Shares Purchased as Shares that May Yet Be
Total Number | Average Part of Publicly Purchased Under the Plans or
of Shares Price Paid |  Announced Plans or Programs

Period Purchased Per Share Programs (in thousands)
September 26, 2005 through
October 23, 2005 1,056,150 $21.19 1,056,150 $181,792
October 24, 2005 through
November 20, 2005 1,146,243 $22.49 1,146,243 $156,018
November 21, 2005 through
December 25, 2005 1,168,100 $23.16 1,168,100 $128,967

Total 3,370,493 3,370,493

@ In October 2004, our Board of Directors authorized additional repurchases of our common stock of up to $150,000,000
beginning in 2005. The authorization limit was met in October 2005. In October 2005, our Board of Directors authorized
additional repurchases of our common stock of up to $175,000,000, subject to market conditions.
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Item 6. Selected Financial Data

The following table sets forth for the periods and the dates indicated our selected financial data. All

periods presented contained 52 weeks.

The following should be read in conjunction with the

Consolidated Financial Statements and Notes thereto and “Management’s Discussion and Analysis of
Financial Condition and Results of Operations” appearing elsewhere in this Form 10-K.

Fiscal Year Ended

December 25, December 26, December 28, December 29, December 30,
2005 2004 2003 2002 2001
(in thousands, except per share amounts)
STATEMENT OF EARNINGS DATA:
Company restaurant sales.............cc......... $1,082,641 $ 976,798 $ 867,158 $ 724,616 $ 651,119
Franchise royalties and fees..........ccco.c.... 128,813 121,221 109,604 102,180 93,225
Other franchise income........ccccoceieiie 5,196 13,615 13,147 2,688 —
Total operating revenues................... $1,216,650 $1,111,634 $ 989,909 $ 829,484 $ 744,344
Operating €arnings.........cccoeeerereserenncns $ 157,637 $ 165,280 $ 152,677 $ 126,590 $ 110,681
Net  arnings ......ccccevverererieeieree e $ 101,802 $ 110,865 $ 94,349 $ 80,527 $ 63,298
Basic net earnings per share...........c........ $ 1.29 $ 1.36 $ 114 $ 097 $ 0.76
Diluted net earnings per share.................. $ 1.27 $ 1.33 $ 110 $ 094 $ 074
Dividends declared per share.................... $ 0.20 $ 0.06 $ 005 $ 004 $ 004
Basic weighted average shares
(oW1 5= Lo [ 10 To FO SR 78,650 81,528 82,944 83,407 83,268
Diluted weighted average shares
OUtStANAING......cvvveeeeeee e 80,010 83,600 85,409 85,382 85,316
BALANCE SHEET DATA
(AT END OF FISCAL YEAR):
Total @SSetS.....ccovvveeieeiececeece e $ 878,588 $ 754,431 $ 651,078 $ 573,647 $ 506,036
Long-term debt, including
current portion, and notes payable.......... $ 188,367 $ 35694 $ 20,862 $ 52,563 $ 74,568
Stockholders’ equity ......cccceeeveveiiiennnns $ 412,610 $ 496,727 $ 453,143 $ 385,201 $ 320,303

@ Beginning in 2002, we ceased amortization of goodwill in accordance with Statement of Financial Accounting Standards No.

142, “Goodwill and Other Intangibles”.

24



Item 7. Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of
Operations

Forward-Looking Statements

The statements contained in the “Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and
Results of Operations” section regarding restaurant development, comparable sales, Carside To Go™,
revenue growth, restaurant margin, commodity costs, general and administrative expenses, capital
expenditures, return on equity and financial commitments are forward-looking and based on current
expectations. There are several risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially
from those described. These risks include but are not limited to our ability and the ability of our
franchisees to open and operate additional restaurants profitably, the ability of our franchisees to obtain
financing, the continued growth of our franchisees, our ability to attract and retain qualified franchisees,
the impact of intense competition in the casual dining segment of the restaurant industry, the impact of
economic factors on consumer spending, and our ability to control restaurant operating costs which are
impacted by market changes, minimum wage and other employment laws, food costs and inflation. For a
more detailed discussion of the principal factors that could cause actual results to be materially different,
you should read our risk factors in Item 1A of this Form 10-K. We disclaim any obligation to update
forward-looking statements.

General

We operate on a 52 or 53 week fiscal year ending on the last Sunday in December. Our fiscal years are as
follows:

Fiscal Year Number

Fiscal Year Ending of Weeks
2003 December 28, 2003 52
2004 December 26, 2004 52
2005 December 25, 2005 52
2006 December 31, 2006 53

Our revenues are generated from three primary sources:

o Company restaurant sales (food and beverage sales)
o Franchise royalties and fees
e  Other franchise income

Beverage sales consist of sales of alcoholic beverages, while non-alcoholic beverages are included in food
sales. Franchise royalties are generally 4% of each franchise restaurant’s monthly gross sales. Franchise
fees typically range from $30,000 to $35,000 for each restaurant opened. Other franchise income
includes insurance premiums for the current year and premium audit adjustments for prior years from
franchisee participation in our captive insurance program and revenue from information technology
products and services provided to certain franchisees. In 2005, we reduced the types of insurance
coverage plans offered which resulted in fewer franchisee participants in our captive insurance program.
This reduction resulted in a total decrease in franchise premiums recognized throughout 2005 in other
franchise income of approximately $8,600,000. In the fourth quarter of 2005, we decided to discontinue
writing any new coverage. We will still operate the captive insurance subsidiary to resolve any claims
that were incurred under this program from 2002 through 2005.
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Certain expenses relate only to company operated restaurants. These include:

Food and beverage costs
Labor costs

Direct and occupancy costs
Pre-opening expenses

Cost of other franchise income includes the costs related to franchisee participation in our captive
insurance program and costs related to information technology products and services provided to certain
franchisees. In 2005, we reduced the types of insurance coverage plans offered which resulted in fewer
franchisee participants in our captive insurance program. This reduction resulted in a total decrease in
expense recognized throughout 2005 in cost of other franchise income of approximately $8,100,000. In
the fourth quarter of 2005, we decided to discontinue writing any new coverage. We will still operate the
captive insurance subsidiary to resolve any claims that were incurred under this program from 2002
through 2005.

Other expenses, such as general and administrative and amortization expenses, relate to both company
operated restaurants and franchise operations.

Overview

Applebee’s International, Inc. and our subsidiaries develop, franchise and operate casual dining
restaurants under the name “Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill & Bar,” which is the largest casual dining
concept in the world with over 1,800 system-wide restaurants open as of December 25, 2005. The casual
dining segment of the restaurant industry is highly competitive and there are many factors that affect our
profitability. Our industry is susceptible to changes in economic conditions, trends in lifestyles,
fluctuating costs, government regulation, availability of resources and consumer perceptions. When
evaluating and assessing our financial performance, we believe there are five key factors:

o Development — the number of new company and franchise restaurants opened during the period. As
the largest casual dining concept in the world, Applebee’s has a unique opportunity to leverage our
brand, system size and scale to optimize our future growth. Our expansion strategy has been to
cluster restaurants in targeted markets, thereby increasing consumer awareness and convenience, and
enabling us to take advantage of operational, distribution and advertising efficiencies. We currently
expect that the Applebee’s system will encompass at least 3,000 restaurants in the United States, as
well as the potential for at least 1,000 restaurants internationally. In 2005, we and our franchisees
opened 52 and 92 restaurants, respectively. Together, we have opened at least 100 restaurants
system-wide each year for the past 13 fiscal years. In 2006, we currently expect to open
approximately 120 restaurants system-wide, comprised of approximately 40 company and 80
franchise restaurants. Development costs increased approximately 10% in 2005 as compared to
2004. Further increases are expected in 2006 as a result of increased demand for material and labor
due to recent catastrophic hurricanes. We are evaluating the impact of rising development costs on the
pipeline of future openings.

o Comparable restaurant sales — a year-over-year comparison of sales for restaurants open at least 18
months. Our revenues are generated primarily from company restaurant sales, franchise royalties and
fees and other franchise income. Increases in company and franchise comparable restaurant sales will
result in increases in company restaurant sales and franchise fees and royalties. In 2005, company
comparable sales decreased 0.9% while franchise and system-wide comparable sales increased 2.7%
and 1.8%, respectively. We have had 30 consecutive quarters of positive system-wide comparable
sales growth. We currently expect system-wide comparable sales for 2006 to increase by 2.0% to
3.0%. Comparable restaurant sales increases are driven by increases in the average guest check
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and/or increases in guest traffic. Average guest check increases result from menu price increases
and/or a change in menu mix. Although we may have increases in our average guest check from
period to period, our main focus has been increasing guest traffic as we view this component to be
more indicative of the long-term health of the Applebee’s brand. We are constantly seeking to
increase guest traffic by focusing on operations and improving our menu with new food offerings and
the implementation of programs such as Carside to Go™ and Weight Watchers™. In 2005, we
conducted comprehensive consumer research which resulted in a plan to substantially improve the
quality and flavor profile of our food offerings over the next two years. These menu improvements
will impact all sections of our menu.

e Company restaurant margin — company restaurant sales, less food and beverage, labor, direct and
occupancy restaurant costs and pre-opening expenses, expressed as a percentage of company
restaurant sales. Company restaurant margins were 13.4%, 15.6% and 16.0% in 2005, 2004 and
2003, respectively. We currently expect 2006 company restaurant margins, which will be dependent
on comparable sales performance at company restaurants, to be similar to 2005 results. Company
restaurant margins are susceptible to fluctuations in commodity costs, labor costs and other operating
costs such as utilities. We attempt to negotiate contracts for the majority of our food products in
order to mitigate the impact of rising commodity costs. In 2006, we currently expect net commodity
costs to decrease by approximately 2.0%, including the negative impact of fuel surcharges. In
addition, we are uncertain what impact the improved menu offerings will have on our food costs, and
we may take additional menu price increases to offset this impact. We expect labor costs to continue
to be negatively impacted by health insurance costs and the impact of wage rate increases. In
addition, higher energy costs, including utilities, fuel surcharges and packaging costs, will have a
negative impact on company restaurant margins, particularly in the first quarter of 2006.

o General and administrative expenses — general and administrative expense expressed as a percentage
of total operating revenues. General and administrative expenses were 9.0%, 9.4% and 9.6% in 2005,
2004 and 2003, respectively. In 2006, general and administrative expenses as a percent of total
revenues are currently expected to be in the high 8% range, excluding the impact of stock-based
compensation expense.

e Return on equity — net earnings expressed as a percent of average stockholders’ equity. We believe
this is an important indicator as it allows us to evaluate our ability to create value for our
shareholders. We have exceeded our stated goal of at least 20% return on equity for the past seven
years and we are a leader in the casual dining industry in this category.

Application of Critical Accounting Estimates

Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations is based upon
our consolidated financial statements, which were prepared in accordance with accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States of America. These principles require us to make estimates and
assumptions that affect the reported amounts in the consolidated financial statements and notes thereto.
Actual results may differ from these estimates, and such differences may be material to our consolidated
financial statements. We believe that the following significant accounting policies involve a significant
degree of judgment or complexity.

Inventory valuation: We state inventories at the lower of cost, using the first-in, first-out method, or
market. Market is determined based upon our estimates of the net realizable value.

We purchase and maintain inventories of certain specialty products to ensure sufficient supplies to the

system, to ensure continuity of supply and to control food costs. We review and make quality control
inspections of our inventories to determine obsolescence on an ongoing basis. These reviews require
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management to make certain estimates and judgments regarding projected usage which may change in the
future and may require us to record an inventory impairment.

Property and equipment: We report property and equipment at historical cost less accumulated
depreciation. Depreciation is provided on the straight-line method over the estimated useful lives of the
assets. Leasehold improvements are amortized over the lesser of the lease term or the estimated useful
life of the related asset. The useful lives of the assets are based upon management’s expectations. We
periodically review the assets for changes in circumstances which may impact their useful lives. If there
are changes in circumstances that revise an asset’s useful life, we will adjust the depreciation expense
accordingly for that asset in future periods.

Impairment of long-lived assets: We periodically review restaurant property and equipment for
impairment on a restaurant-by-restaurant basis using certain market and restaurant operating indicators
including historical cash flows as well as current estimates of future cash flows and/or appraisals. We
review other long-lived assets at least annually and when events or circumstances indicate that the
carrying value of the asset may not be recoverable. The recoverability is assessed in most instances by
comparing the carrying value to its undiscounted cash flows. This assessment process requires the use of
estimates and assumptions regarding future cash flows and estimated useful lives which are subject to a
significant degree of judgment. If these assumptions change in the future, we may be required to record
impairment charges for these assets.

Income taxes: We record valuation allowances against our deferred tax assets, when necessary, in
accordance with Statement of Financial Accounting Standards No. 109, “Accounting for Income Taxes.”
Realization of deferred tax assets is dependent on future taxable earnings and is therefore uncertain. We
assess the likelihood that our deferred tax assets in each of the jurisdictions in which we operate will be
recovered from future taxable income. Deferred tax assets do not include future tax benefits that we deem
likely not to be realized.

We are periodically audited by foreign and domestic tax authorities for both income and sales and use
taxes. We record accruals when we determine it is probable that we have an exposure in a matter relating
to an audit. The accruals may change in the future due to new developments in each matter.

Legal and insurance reserves: We are periodically involved in various legal actions. We are required to
assess the probability of any adverse judgments as well as the potential range of loss. We determine the
required accruals after a review of the facts of each legal action.

We use estimates in the determination of the appropriate liabilities for general liability, workers’
compensation and health insurance. The estimated liability is established based upon historical claims
data and third-party actuarial estimates of settlement costs for incurred claims. Unanticipated changes in
these factors may require us to revise our estimates.

We periodically reassess our assumptions and judgments and make adjustments when significant facts
and circumstances dictate. A change in any of the above estimates could impact our consolidated
statements of earnings and the related asset or liability recorded in our consolidated balance sheets would
be adjusted accordingly. Historically, actual results have not been materially different than the estimates
that are described above.
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Acquisitions

All of our acquisitions discussed below have been accounted for using the purchase method of accounting
and, accordingly, our consolidated financial statements reflect the results of operations for each
acquisition subsequent to the date of acquisition. The assets acquired and liabilities assumed are recorded
at estimates of fair value as determined by management based upon information available. We finalize
the allocation of purchase price to the fair value of assets acquired and liabilities assumed when we obtain
information sufficient to complete the allocation, but in each case, no longer than one year after the
acquisition date.

In March 2003, we acquired the operations and assets of 11 Applebee’s restaurants located in Illinois,
Indiana, Kentucky and Missouri for $21,800,000 in cash and $1,400,000 in assumed debt. The total cash
payment included $20,800,000 paid at closing, approximately $200,000 paid as a deposit in 2002 and
approximately $800,000 paid in the second quarter of 2003.

In April 2004, we completed the acquisition of the operations and assets of 10 Applebee’s restaurants
located in Southern California for approximately $13,800,000 in cash. The purchase price was allocated
to the fair value of property and equipment of $2,500,000, goodwill of $10,800,000 and other net assets
of approximately $500,000.

In May 2005, we completed the acquisition of 12 Applebee’s restaurants in Missouri, Kansas and
Arkansas, which included one restaurant under construction, for approximately $39,500,000 in cash. The
purchase price was allocated to the fair value of property and equipment of $17,500,000, goodwill of
$21,500,000, reacquired franchise rights of approximately $300,000 and other net assets of approximately
$200,000.

The following table is comprised of actual company restaurant sales for the three restaurant acquisitions
above which are included in our consolidated financial statements for each period presented and pro
forma company restaurant sales assuming the acquisitions occurred at the beginning of the preceding
fiscal year for each acquisition (in thousands):

2005 2004 2003
Actual company restaurant sales
for acquired restaurants...............cceceveeveeerenennas $ 17000 $ 17,600 $ 19,000
Pro forma company restaurant sales
for acquired restaurants...........ccccceeveveveereennne. $ 28500 $ 52,600 $ 47,000

In April 2005, we finalized the acquisition of eight Applebee’s restaurants in the Memphis market that
were closed in 2004 by a former franchisee for approximately $8,800,000 payable in cash. In connection
with this acquisition, we paid approximately $800,000 in 2004 and $8,000,000 in 2005. The purchase
price of $8,800,000 was allocated to the fair value of property and equipment of approximately
$8,200,000 and goodwill of approximately $600,000. As of December 25, 2005, we have remodeled and
opened seven restaurants and the remaining restaurant was sold to a third party.

Disposition

On July 20, 2003, we completed the sale of eight company restaurants in the Atlanta, Georgia market to
an affiliate of an existing franchisee for $8,000,000. In connection with the sale of these restaurants, we
closed one restaurant in the Atlanta market in June 2003. This transaction did not have a significant
impact on our net earnings for 2003. Actual company restaurant sales included in our consolidated
financial statements for the nine restaurants were approximately $10,300,000 for 2003.
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Captive Insurance Subsidiary

In 2002, we formed Neighborhood Insurance, Inc., a Vermont corporation and a wholly-owned captive
insurance subsidiary to provide Applebee’s International, Inc. and qualified franchisees with workers’
compensation and general liability insurance. Applebee’s International, Inc. and covered franchisees
make premium payments to the captive insurance company which pays administrative fees and insurance
claims, subject to individual and aggregate maximum claim limits under the captive insurance company’s
reinsurance policies. Franchisee premium amounts billed by the captive insurance company are
established based upon third-party actuarial estimates of settlement costs for incurred and anticipated
claims and administrative fees. The franchisee premiums are included in other franchise income ratably
over the policy year. The related offsetting expenses are included in cost of other franchise income. We
do not expect franchisee participation in the captive insurance company to have a material impact on our
net earnings. In 2005, we reduced the types of insurance coverage plans offered which resulted in fewer
franchisee participants in our captive insurance program. In the fourth quarter of 2005, we decided to
discontinue writing any new coverage. We will still operate the captive insurance subsidiary to resolve
any claims that were incurred under this program from 2002 through 2005. Our consolidated balance
sheets include the following balances related to the captive insurance subsidiary:

e Franchise premium receivables of approximately $1,700,000 and $1,900,000 as of December 25,
2005 and December 26, 2004, respectively, included in receivables related to captive insurance
subsidiary.

e Cash equivalent and other long-term investments restricted for the payment of claims of
approximately $18,600,000 and $16,700,000 as of December 25, 2005 and December 26, 2004,
respectively, included in restricted assets related to captive insurance subsidiary.

e Loss reserve and unearned premiums related to captive insurance subsidiary of approximately
$20,700,000 and $19,600,000 as of December 25, 2005 and December 26, 2004, respectively.
Approximately $10,500,000 and $7,500,000 as of December 25, 2005 and December 26, 2004,
respectively, is included in other non-current liabilities.

e  Other miscellaneous items, net, of approximately $400,000 and $1,000,000 as of December 25,
2005 and December 26, 2004, respectively, included in several line items in the consolidated
balance sheets.
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Results of Operations

The following table contains information derived from our consolidated statements of earnings expressed as
a percentage of total operating revenues, except where otherwise noted. Percentages may not add due to
rounding.

Fiscal Year Ended

December 25, December 26, December 28,
2005 2004 2003
Revenues:
Company restaurant Sales ..........coeovveernereneineieniens 89.0% 87.9% 87.6%
Franchise royalties and fees...........ccocovevvieinienencnnenn 10.6 10.9 111
Other franchise INCOME..........cccovvviiiienieeee e 0.4 1.2 1.3
Total operating reVenUES...........ccoevrererereeenenceeenes 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Cost of sales (as a percentage of company restaurant sales):
Food and beverage.........ocooeveiieienenceec e 26.5% 26.5% 26.0%
LADOT ..ot 33.1 325 327
Direct and OCCUPANCY ....c.eoverververieiieienierienie e 26.6 25.1 25.1
Pre-opening eXPense..........ooeeeererenieneeieesiesie e 0.4 0.3 0.2
Total cost Of SAlES ......coviviriiccie e 86.6% 84.4% 84.0%
Cost of other franchise income (as a percentage of other
franchise INCOME) ..o 94.1% 105.8% 96.6%
General and administrative expenses 9.0 9.4 9.6
Amortization of intangible assets ..................... 0.1 0.1 —
Impairment of long-lived assets...........ccccvvererieiieinsiiiesenienas 0.3 — —
Loss on disposition of restaurants and equipment .................. 0.2 0.2 0.1
Operating EarniNgS.........ccoveererererierieeeese e 13.0 14.9 15.4
Other income (expense):
INVEStMENT INCOME........oiiiiiiiie e 0.1 0.1 0.2
INTEreSt EXPENSE ..oveeiieiieiieii et (0.4) 0.2) 0.2)
Impairment of Chevys note receivable .............ccccoceeee. — — (0.9)
Other INCOME ..o 0.1 0.3 0.4
Total other INCOME (EXPENSE).....vervevrmerrererreerireanenes (0.1) 0.3 (0.5)
Earnings before income taxes and cumulative effect of
change in accounting principle 12.9 15.2 14.9
INCOME TAXES .....ecviiiiiii e 4.5 5.2 5.4
Earnings before cumulative effect of change in
accounting prinCiple........cocoeveiiiiinie e 8.4 10.0 9.5
Cumulative effect of change in accounting principle,
NEL OF TAX .. — — —
NEE CAIMINGS....cveeveeteiieie ettt 8.4% 10.0% 9.5%
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Fiscal Year Ended December 25, 2005 Compared With Fiscal Year Ended December 26, 2004

Company Restaurant Sales. Total company restaurant sales increased $105,843,000 (11%) from
$976,798,000 in 2004 to $1,082,641,000 in 2005. The percentage increase in total company restaurant
sales was due to an increase in the number of restaurant weeks open of approximately 13% which was
partially offset by a decline in average weekly sales of 2.1%.

Comparable restaurant sales at company restaurants decreased by 0.9% in 2005. Weighted average
weekly sales at company restaurants decreased 2.1% from $46,536 in 2004 to $45,552 in 2005. These
decreases were due, in part, to a reduction in guest traffic in 2005 as compared to 2004 due to the launch
of our Weight Watchers™ menu system-wide in May 2004. In addition, we experienced more significant
guest count declines in Kansas City, Minnesota and New England where approximately 40% of our
company restaurants are located, which was consistent with industry trends in these markets. Weighted
average weekly sales declined more than comparable sales due to weaker new restaurant opening volumes
in Kansas City, Minnesota, New England, St. Louis and Virginia. These decreases were partially offset
by an increase in the average guest check resulting from menu price increases of approximately 2.5% in
2005 and our Carside To Go™ initiative. Carside To Go™ sales mix increased from 9.3% of company
restaurant sales in 2004 to 10.0% of company restaurant sales in 2005.

Franchise Royalties and Fees. Franchise royalties and fees increased $7,592,000 (6%) from $121,221,000
in 2004 to $128,813,000 in 2005 due primarily to the increased number of franchise restaurants operating
during 2005 as compared to 2004 and increases in comparable franchise restaurant sales. Weighted average
weekly sales and franchise comparable restaurant sales each increased by 2.7% in 2005. These increases
were due primarily to the implementation of the Carside To Go™ program which was completed in early
2005.

Other Franchise Income. Other franchise income decreased $8,419,000 (62%) from $13,615,000 in 2004 to
$5,196,000 in 2005 due primarily to fewer franchisee participants in our captive insurance program
resulting from the reduction of the types of insurance coverage plans offered. Franchise premiums are
included in other franchise income ratably over the policy year.

Cost of Company Restaurant Sales. Food and beverage costs were 26.5% in both 2004 and 2005. Food and
beverage costs were favorably impacted by menu price increases of 2.5% in 2005, which were offset by
higher commaodity costs and lower order incidences of both alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages, which
have a lower cost of sales. In addition, 2004 was unfavorably impacted by the company portion of the June
2004 impairment of approximately $500,000 for excess riblet inventories which no longer met our quality
standards.

Labor costs increased from 32.5% in 2004 to 33.1% in 2005. The increase in 2005 was due primarily to
higher management and hourly costs due to lower sales volumes, higher wage rates, payroll taxes and
group insurance costs which were partially offset by lower management incentive compensation and
workers’ compensation expense.

Direct and occupancy costs increased from 25.1% in 2004 to 26.6% in 2005. Direct and occupancy costs
were unfavorably impacted due primarily to lower sales volumes at company restaurants which resulted in
unfavorable year over year comparisons for depreciation, rent and property tax expenses as a percentage
of sales, due to their relatively fixed nature, as well as higher utilities and packaging costs.

Cost of Other Franchise Income. Cost of other franchise income decreased $9,509,000 (66%) from

$14,401,000 in 2004 to $4,892,000 in 2005. This decrease was due primarily to fewer franchisee
participants in our captive insurance program resulting from the reduction of the types of insurance
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coverage plans offered and the franchisee portion of the June 2004 impairment of approximately
$1,600,000 for excess riblet inventories which no longer met our quality standards.

General and Administrative Expenses. General and administrative expenses decreased from 9.4% in 2004
to 9.0% in 2005 as a result of the absorption of general and administrative expenses over a larger revenue
base, lower incentive compensation expense and a reduction in costs associated with compliance with
Section 404 of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act. These decreases were partially offset by higher compensation
expense due to higher management training costs and increased regional operations management staffing
relating to the increased number of company restaurant openings as compared to 2004.

Impairment of Long-lived Assets. In 2005, we recorded an asset impairment charge of $3,900,000
consisting of a $2,600,000 write-down of the carrying value of the property and equipment of four
restaurants and a $1,300,000 write-down of one other long-lived asset (see Note 7 of the consolidated
financial statements).

Interest Expense. Interest expense increased from $1,626,000 in 2004 to $4,365,000 in 2005 due
primarily to increased borrowings under our credit facility used to acquire 12 restaurants in May 2005 and
to fund capital expenditures and repurchases of our common stock.

Other Income. Other income decreased $1,795,000 from $3,557,000 in 2004 to $1,762,000 in 2005. In
2004, we recorded several significant items which resulted in higher other income for that year. These
items consisted of income of $1,600,000 for the resolution of certain previously disclosed long-running
international franchise disputes and $600,000 of income for final consideration related to the sale of 12
restaurants in Philadelphia in 1999.

Income Taxes. The effective income tax rate, as a percentage of earnings before income taxes, increased
from 34.2% in 2004 to 34.9% in 2005 due to an increase in state and local income taxes.

Fiscal Year Ended December 26, 2004 Compared With Fiscal Year Ended December 28, 2003

Company Restaurant Sales. Total company restaurant sales increased $109,640,000 (13%) from
$867,158,000 in 2003 to $976,798,000 in 2004. Company restaurant openings and increases in weighted
average weekly sales contributed approximately 8% and 3%, respectively, of the increase in total
company restaurant sales in 2004. The acquisitions of 10 restaurants in Southern California in April 2004
and 11 restaurants in Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, and Missouri in late March 2003 contributed
approximately 3% of the increase in company restaurant sales. These increases were offset by 1% due to
the sale of eight restaurants in the Atlanta, Georgia market in July 2003.

Comparable restaurant sales at company restaurants increased by 3.8% in 2004. Weighted average
weekly sales at company restaurants increased 3.4% from $45,000 in 2003 to $46,536 in 2004. These
increases were due primarily to increases in guest traffic and in the average guest check resulting from
menu price increases of approximately 1.7% in 2004. In addition, a portion of the increase resulted from
the implementation of our Carside To Go™ initiative. Carside To Go™ sales mix increased from 7.1% in
2003 to 9.3% in 2004.

Franchise Royalties and Fees. Franchise royalties and fees increased $11,617,000 (11%) from
$109,604,000 in 2003 to $121,221,000 in 2004 due primarily to the increased number of franchise
restaurants operating during 2004 as compared to 2003 and increases in comparable franchise restaurant
sales. Weighted average weekly sales and franchise comparable restaurant sales each increased by 5.2% in
2004.
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Other Franchise Income. Other franchise income increased $468,000 (4%) from $13,147,000 in 2003 to
$13,615,000 in 2004 due primarily to revenues recognized for information technology products and
services provided to certain franchisees.

Cost of Company Restaurant Sales. Food and beverage costs increased from 26.0% in 2003 to 26.5% in
2004. This increase was due to higher commodity costs which impacted our cost of company restaurant
sales by approximately 0.9% and higher food costs related to our menu promotions. This increase was
partially offset by the impact of menu price increases, operational improvements resulting from our supply
chain management initiatives and better food cost control.

Labor costs decreased from 32.7% in 2003 to 32.5% in 2004. In 2004, labor costs were unfavorably
impacted by higher management and hourly labor wage rates, higher workers’ compensation and group
insurance costs and higher costs related to the addition of dedicated Carside To Go™ hourly labor at most
of our restaurants beginning in the second half of 2003. These increases were offset by lower management
incentive compensation and higher sales volumes which favorably impacted management costs.

Direct and occupancy costs were 25.1% in both 2003 and 2004. Direct and occupancy costs were favorably
impacted by higher sales volumes at company restaurants which were offset by higher packaging costs as a
result of increased To Go™ sales volumes and higher credit card usage fees.

Cost of Other Franchise Income. Cost of other franchise income increased $1,704,000 (13%) from
$12,697,000 in 2003 to $14,401,000 in 2004 due primarily to the franchisee portion of the inventory
impairment of approximately $1,600,000 (see Note 6 to the consolidated financial statements).

General and Administrative Expenses. General and administrative expenses decreased from 9.6% in 2003
t0 9.4% in 2004 as a result of the absorption of general and administrative expenses over a larger revenue
base and lower incentive compensation. This decrease was partially offset by higher depreciation
expense related to our new information systems, higher compensation expense due to staffing levels and
costs associated with compliance with Section 404 of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act.

Other Income. Other income decreased $165,000 from $3,722,000 in 2003 to $3,557,000 in 2004.
Significant items causing fluctuations between 2004 and 2003 are as follows: In 2004, we recorded
$1,600,000 in resolution of certain previously disclosed long-running international franchise disputes. In
addition, we recorded $600,000 of income for final consideration related to the sale of 12 restaurants in
Philadelphia in 1999. In 2003, we recognized $1,600,000 of income related to collection from a previous
financing agreement. In addition, we recorded $1,200,000 of income for additional consideration related
to the sale of 12 restaurants in Philadelphia in 1999.

Impairment of Chevys Note Receivable. In June 2003, Chevys announced the sale of the majority of its
restaurants. Subsequent to the announcement, we received Chevys’ audited financial statements for the
fiscal year ended December 31, 2002. During 2003, we fully impaired the principal and accrued interest
of approximately $8,800,000. In October 2003, Chevys Inc. filed a voluntary petition to reorganize under
Chapter 11 of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code. In December 2004, the U.S. Bankruptcy Court approved
Chevys’ reorganization plan.

Income Taxes. The effective income tax rate, as a percentage of earnings before income taxes, decreased
from 36.0% in 2003 to 34.2% in 2004 due to a reduction in state and local income taxes.

Liquidity and Capital Resources

Our primary sources of liquidity are cash provided by operations and borrowings under our credit facility.
Our need for capital resources historically has resulted from the construction and acquisition of

34



restaurants, the repurchase of our common stock and investment in information technology systems. In
the past, we have obtained capital through our ongoing operations and debt financing. Cash flows from
our ongoing operations primarily include cash generated from company and franchise operations,
management of credit from trade suppliers, decisions to enter into restaurant operating leases and cash
received from the exercise of employee stock options. In addition, we have assumed debt or issued new
debt in connection with certain mergers and acquisitions. The following table presents a summary of our
cash flows for the last three fiscal years (in thousands):

2005 2004 2003
Net cash provided by operating activities........ $ 221,203 $ 190,605 $ 175,889
Net cash used by investing activities................ (187,718) (134,055) (105,174)
Net cash used by financing activities............... (31,087) (63,775) (68,017)
Net increase (decrease) in cash
and cash equivalents ...........cccoceeveeeiiiienenns $ 2,398 $ (7,225) $ 2,698

Capital expenditures, excluding franchise acquisitions, were $139,396,000 in 2005, $104,620,000 in 2004
and $82,562,000 in 2003. In 2006, we currently expect to open approximately 40 company restaurants,
and capital expenditures, excluding franchise acquisitions, are expected to be between $140,000,000 and
$150,000,000.

Future capital expenditures will primarily be for the development of new restaurants, refurbishment and
capital replacement for existing restaurants and the enhancement of information systems. Because we
expect to continue to purchase a portion of our restaurant sites, the amount of actual capital expenditures
will be dependent upon, among other things, the proportion of leased versus owned properties. If we
construct more or fewer restaurants than we currently anticipate or acquire additional restaurants, our
capital requirements will increase or decrease accordingly. In addition, we expect to incur costs
associated with the purchase of land and other construction costs for our new corporate headquarters in
2006.

We completed the acquisition of four franchise restaurants in the Houston area in January 2006 for
approximately $8,200,000 in cash.

In May 2005, we completed the acquisition of 12 Applebee’s restaurants in Missouri, Kansas and
Arkansas, which included one restaurant under construction, for approximately $39,500,000 in cash.

In April 2005, we finalized the acquisition of eight Applebee’s restaurants in the Memphis market that
were closed in 2004 by a former franchisee for approximately $8,800,000 payable in cash. In connection
with this acquisition, we paid approximately $800,000 in 2004 and $8,000,000 in 2005.

In April 2004, we completed the acquisition of the operations and assets of 10 Applebee’s restaurants
located in Southern California for approximately $13,800,000 in cash.

In July 2003, we completed the sale of eight company restaurants in the Atlanta, Georgia market to an
affiliate of an existing franchisee for $8,000,000. In connection with the sale of these restaurants, we
closed one restaurant in the Atlanta market in June 2003.

In March 2003, we acquired the operations and assets of 11 Applebee’s restaurants located in Illinois,

Indiana, Kentucky and Missouri for $21,800,000 in cash and $1,400,000 in assumed debt from a
franchisee.
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In December 2004, we completed the refinancing of our $150,000,000 unsecured revolving credit facility.
The new bank credit agreement provided for a $150,000,000 five-year unsecured revolving credit facility,
of which $40,000,000 may be used for the issuance of letters of credit. The facility is subject to various
covenants and restrictions which, among other things, require the maintenance of stipulated fixed charge,
leverage and indebtedness to capitalization ratios, as defined. There is no limit on cash dividends
provided that the declaration and payment of such dividend does not cause a default of any other covenant
contained in the agreement. The facility is subject to other standard terms, conditions, covenants, and
fees. In September 2005, we entered into an amendment to our credit facility which increased the
revolving credit commitment available from $150,000,000 to $200,000,000. In October 2005, we entered
into a second amendment to our credit facility which increased the revolving credit commitment available
from $200,000,000 to $250,000,000 and provided for an additional $75,000,000 of revolving credit upon
satisfaction of the conditions set forth in the credit facility. As of December 25, 2005, we were in
compliance with the covenants contained in our credit agreement. As of December 25, 2005, we had
borrowings of $182,900,000, standby letters of credit of $9,400,000 outstanding and approximately
$57,700,000 available under our revolving credit facility. During 2006, we expect to fund operations,
capital expansion, any repurchases of common stock and the payment of dividends from cash flows from
operations and borrowings under our revolving credit facility.

In October 2004, our Board of Directors authorized additional repurchases of our common stock of up to
$150,000,000 beginning in 2005 which was completed in October 2005. In October 2005, our Board of
Directors approved an additional $175,000,000 authorization to repurchase our common stock, subject to
market conditions. During 2005, we repurchased 8,288,093 shares of our common stock at an average
price of $23.66 for an aggregate cost of approximately $196,100,000. As of December 25, 2005, we had
$128,967,000 remaining under our October 2005 repurchase authorization.

In October 2005, the Board of Directors declared an annual dividend of $0.20 per share payable to
shareholders of record on December 23, 2005. We paid approximately $14,800,000 in January 2006
related to this dividend.

As of December 25, 2005, our liquid assets totaled $13,326,000. These assets consisted of cash and cash
equivalents in the amount of $13,040,000 and short-term investments in the amount of $286,000. The
working capital deficit increased from $51,041,000 as of December 26, 2004 to $107,400,000 as of
December 25, 2005. This increase was due primarily to checks written in excess of a bank balance which
subsequently was funded through our credit facility, increases in accrued dividends and gift cards sold
and decreases in inventories and cash and cash equivalents due to repurchases of our common stock,
acquisition of restaurants and capital expenditures in 2005.

We believe that our liquid assets and cash generated from operations, combined with borrowings
available under our credit facility, will provide sufficient funds for capital expenditures, repurchases of
our common stock, the payment of dividends and other such operating activities for the foreseeable
future.
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The following table shows our debt amortization schedule, future capital lease commitments (including
principal and interest payments), future operating lease commitments (see operating leases in Note 12 to
the consolidated financial statements) and future purchase obligations as of December 25, 2005 (in
thousands):

Payments due by period

Certain Less than 1-3 3-5 More than

Contractual Obligations Total 1 year Years Years 5 years
Long-term Debt (excluding capital lease

obligations) and Notes Payable® ........... $184313 $ 8021 $ 120 $75099 $ 1,073

Capital Lease Obligations...........c.cccccveveenee. 8,331 794 1,673 1,791 4,073

Operating Leases @ .........cccooovvvrerevrinrnnns 377,607 26,684 53,868 53,033 244,022

Purchase Obligations - Company®............. 150,011 125,106 16,718 8,187 —

Purchase Obligations - Franchise™............ 269,044 220,486 26,356 22,202 —

@ The amounts for long-term debt are primarily borrowings under our revolving credit facility and exclude interest payments which are variable in nature.

@ The amounts for operating leases include option periods where failure to exercise such options would result in an economic penalty such that the
renewal appears reasonably assured.

© The amounts for company purchase obligations include commitments for land for a new corporate headquarters, food items, energy, supplies, severance
and employment agreements, and other miscellaneous commitments.

® The amounts for franchise purchase obligations include commitments for food items and supplies made by Applebee’s International, Inc. for our

franchisees. Applebee’s International, Inc. contracts with certain suppliers to ensure competitive pricing. These amounts will only be payable by
Applebee’s International, Inc. if our franchisees do not meet certain minimum contractual requirements.

Other Contractual Obligations

In connection with the sale of restaurants to franchisees and other parties, we have, in certain cases,
remained contingently liable for the remaining lease payments. As of December 25, 2005, we have
outstanding lease guarantees of approximately $17,200,000. These leases expire at various times with the
final lease agreement expiring in 2018. In addition, we or our subsidiaries are contingently liable for
various leases that we have assigned in connection with the sale of restaurants to franchisees and other
parties, in the potential amount of $14,100,000. We have not recorded a liability related to these
contingent lease liabilities as of December 25, 2005 or December 26, 2004.

We have severance and employment agreements with certain officers providing for severance payments
to be made in the event the associate resigns or is terminated related to a change in control. The
agreements define the circumstances which will constitute a change in control. If the severance payments
had been due as of December 25, 2005, we would have been required to make payments totaling
approximately $13,300,000. In addition, we have severance and employment agreements with certain
officers which contain severance provisions not related to a change in control. Those provisions would
have required aggregate payments of approximately $6,200,000 if such officers had been terminated as of
December 25, 2005.

In 2003, we arranged for a third-party financing company to provide up to $75,000,000 to qualified
franchisees for short-term loans to fund remodel investments, subject to our approval. Under the terms of
this financing program, we provided a limited guarantee pool for the loans advanced during the three-year
period ending December 2006. In the fourth quarter of 2005, this program was terminated and we were
released from the guarantees that we had previously provided under this program.

In 2004, we arranged for a third-party financing company to provide up to $250,000,000 to qualified
franchisees for loans to fund development of new restaurants through October 2007, subject to our
approval. We will provide a limited guarantee of 10% of certain loans advanced under this program. We
will be released from our guarantee if certain operating results are met after the restaurant has been open
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for at least two years. As of December 25, 2005, there were loans outstanding to six franchisees for
approximately $50,400,000 under this program. The fair value of our guarantees under this financing
program is approximately $100,000 and is recorded in non-current liabilities in our consolidated balance
sheet as of December 25, 2005.

New Accounting Pronouncements

In October 2005, the Financial Accounting Standards Board (“FASB”) issued FASB Staff Position
(“FSP”) 13-1, “Accounting for Rental Costs Incurred during a Construction Period.” The guidance
requires the rental costs recognized for ground or building operating leases during the construction period
be recognized as rental expense. The guidance permits either retroactive or prospective treatment for
periods beginning after December 15, 2005. We will prospectively change our policy from capitalization
to expensing beginning in 2006. The adoption of this FSP will result in an expected increase of
approximately $25,000 in preopening expenses recognized for every new restaurant opened but will not
have a material effect on our consolidated financial statements.

In May 2005, the FASB issued Statement of Financial Accounting Standards (“SFAS”) No. 154,
“Accounting Changes and Error Corrections - Replacement of APB Opinion No. 20 and FASB Statement
No. 3.” SFAS No. 154 requires retrospective application to prior periods’ financial statements for changes
in accounting principle, unless it is impracticable to determine either the period-specific effects or the
cumulative effect of the change. SFAS No. 154 is effective for accounting changes and corrections of
errors made in fiscal years beginning after December 15, 2005.

In March 2005, the FASB issued FASB Interpretation No. 47, “Accounting for Conditional Asset
Retirement Obligations,” (“FIN 47”). FIN 47 clarifies the term “conditional” as used in SFAS No. 143,
“Accounting for Asset Retirement Obligations.” This Interpretation refers to a legal obligation to perform
an asset retirement activity even if the timing and/or settlement is conditional on a future event that may
or may not be within the control of an entity. Accordingly, the entity must record a liability for the
conditional asset retirement obligation if the fair value of the obligation can be reasonably estimated. FIN
47 is effective for fiscal years ending after December 15, 2005. We have entered into certain leases which
may require us to return the property to the landlord in its original condition. We recorded an expense for
these leases of $400,000 in our 2005 consolidated financial statements, including $50,000 in direct and
occupancy costs related to 2005 and $350,000 ($225,000, net of income taxes) for years prior to 2005 as a
cumulative effect of a change in accounting principle as required by FIN 47.

In December 2004, the FASB issued SFAS No. 123 (revised 2004), “Share-based Payment,” which
replaces SFAS No. 123, “Accounting for Stock-Based Compensation,” and supersedes Accounting
Principles Board (“APB”) Opinion No. 25, “Accounting for Stock Issued to Employees.” SFAS No. 123
(revised 2004) requires compensation costs related to share-based payment transactions to be recognized
in the financial statements. With limited exceptions, the amount of compensation cost will be measured
based on the fair value on the grant date of the equity or liability instruments issued. Compensation cost
will be recognized over the period that an employee provides service for that award, resulting in a
decrease in our net earnings. We will adopt the provisions of this Statement, as amended, using the
modified prospective method beginning in 2006. We expect that the adoption of this Standard will
decrease our 2006 diluted net earnings per common share by approximately $0.17.

Item 7A. Quantitative and Qualitative Disclosures About Market Risk
We are exposed to market risk from fluctuations in interest rates and changes in commodity prices. Our
revolving credit facility bears interest at either the bank’s prime rate or LIBOR plus 0.625%, at our

option. As of December 25, 2005, the total amount of debt subject to interest rate fluctuations was
$182,900,000 which was outstanding on our revolving credit facility. A 1% change in interest rates
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would result in an increase or decrease in interest expense of $1,829,000 per year. We may from time to
time enter into interest rate swap agreements to manage the impact of interest rate changes on our
earnings. A substantial portion of the food products and utilities we purchase are subject to price
volatility due to factors that are outside of our control such as weather, seasonality and fuel costs. As part
of our strategy to moderate this volatility, we have entered into fixed price purchase commitments.

Item 8. Financial Statements and Supplementary Data
See the Index to Consolidated Financial Statements on Page F-1.

Item 9. Changes in and Disagreements with Accountants on Accounting and Financial
Disclosure

Not applicable.
Item 9A. Controls and Procedures

As of December 25, 2005, we have evaluated the effectiveness of the design and operation of our
disclosure controls and procedures, under the supervision and with the participation of the principal
executive officer and Chief Financial Officer (“CFQO”). Based on this evaluation, our management,
including the principal executive officer and CFO, concluded that our disclosure controls and procedures
are effective.

During our most recent fiscal quarter, there have been no changes in our internal control over financial
reporting that occurred that have materially affected or are reasonably likely to materially affect our
internal control over financial reporting.

Management’s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting

The management of Applebee’s International, Inc. is responsible for establishing and maintaining
adequate internal control over financial reporting, as defined in Exchange Act Rule 13a-15(f). Our
internal control system was designed to provide reasonable assurance to the company’s management and
board of directors regarding the preparation and fair presentation of published financial statements in
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.

Management recognizes that there are inherent limitations in the effectiveness of any system of internal
control, and accordingly, even effective internal control can provide only reasonable assurance with
respect to financial statement preparation and fair presentation. Further, because of changes in
conditions, the effectiveness of internal control may vary over time.

Under the supervision and with the participation of our management, including our principal executive
officer and CFO, we assessed the effectiveness of the company’s internal control over financial reporting
as of December 25, 2005. In making this assessment, we used the criteria set forth by the Committee of
Sponsoring Organizations of the Treadway Commission in Internal Control—Integrated Framework.
Based upon our assessment, we conclude that, as of December 25, 2005, the Company’s internal control
over financial reporting is effective, in all material respects, based upon those criteria.

Our independent registered public accounting firm, Deloitte & Touche LLP, issued an attestation report
dated March 8, 2006 on our assessment and on the effectiveness of the company’s internal control over
financial reporting, which is included herein.
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REPORT OF INDEPENDENT REGISTERED PUBLIC ACCOUNTING FIRM

To the Board of Directors and Stockholders of
Applebee’s International, Inc. and Subsidiaries
Overland Park, KS

We have audited management’s assessment, included in the accompanying Management’s Report on
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting, that Applebee’s International, Inc. and subsidiaries (the
“Company”) maintained effective internal control over financial reporting as of December 25, 2005,
based on criteria established in Internal Control—Integrated Framework issued by the Committee of
Sponsoring Organizations of the Treadway Commission. The Company’s management is responsible for
maintaining effective internal control over financial reporting and for its assessment of the effectiveness
of internal control over financial reporting. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on management’s
assessment and an opinion on the effectiveness of the Company’s internal control over financial reporting
based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with the standards of the Public Company Accounting Oversight
Board (United States). Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance about whether effective internal control over financial reporting was maintained in all material
respects. Our audit included obtaining an understanding of internal control over financial reporting,
evaluating management’s assessment, testing and evaluating the design and operating effectiveness of
internal control, and performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances.
We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinions.

A company’s internal control over financial reporting is a process designed by, or under the supervision
of, the company’s principal executive and principal financial officers, or persons performing similar
functions, and effected by the company’s board of directors, management, and other personnel to provide
reasonable assurance regarding the reliability of financial reporting and the preparation of financial
statements for external purposes in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. A
company’s internal control over financial reporting includes those policies and procedures that (1) pertain
to the maintenance of records that, in reasonable detail, accurately and fairly reflect the transactions and
dispositions of the assets of the company; (2) provide reasonable assurance that transactions are recorded
as necessary to permit preparation of financial statements in accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles, and that receipts and expenditures of the company are being made only in
accordance with authorizations of management and directors of the company; and (3) provide reasonable
assurance regarding prevention or timely detection of unauthorized acquisition, use, or disposition of the
company’s assets that could have a material effect on the financial statements.

Because of the inherent limitations of internal control over financial reporting, including the possibility of
collusion or improper management override of controls, material misstatements due to error or fraud may
not be prevented or detected on a timely basis. Also, projections of any evaluation of the effectiveness of
the internal control over financial reporting to future periods are subject to the risk that the controls may
become inadequate because of changes in conditions, or that the degree of compliance with the policies or
procedures may deteriorate.

In our opinion, management’s assessment that the Company maintained effective internal control over
financial reporting as of December 25, 2005, is fairly stated, in all material respects, based on the criteria
established in Internal Control—Integrated Framework issued by the Committee of Sponsoring
Organizations of the Treadway Commission. Also in our opinion, the Company maintained, in all
material respects, effective internal control over financial reporting as of December 25, 2005, based on
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the criteria established in Internal Control—Integrated Framework issued by the Committee of
Sponsoring Organizations of the Treadway Commission.

We have also audited, in accordance with the standards of the Public Company Accounting Oversight
Board (United States), the consolidated financial statements as of and for the year ended December 25,
2005 of the Company and our report dated March 8, 2006 expressed an unqualified opinion on those
financial statements.

DELOITTE & TOUCHE LLP

Kansas City, Missouri
March 8, 2006

Item 9B. Other Information

Not applicable.
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PART I11
Item 10.  Directors and Executive Officers of the Registrant

If you would like information about our executive officers, you should read the section entitled
“Executive and Other Senior Officers of the Registrant” in Part | of this report. You should read the
information under the caption “Information About the Board of Directors and Executive and Other Senior
Officers” for information on our Board of Directors and audit committee of the Board of Directors and
the caption “Section 16(a) Beneficial Ownership Reporting Compliance” for information regarding our
Section 16(a) reporting compliance located in the Proxy Statement for the Annual Meeting of
Stockholders to be held on or about May 11, 2006. We incorporate that information in this document by
reference.

Our Board of Directors has adopted a Code of Conduct for all associates and directors. A copy of this
document is available on our website at www.applebees.com, free of charge under the Investors section.
We will satisfy any disclosure requirements under Item 5.05 on Form 8-K regarding an amendment to, or
waiver from, any provision of the Code with respect to our principal executive officer, principal financial
officer, principal accounting officer and persons performing similar functions by disclosing the nature of
such amendment or waiver on our website or in a report on Form 8-K.

Our Board of Directors has determined that Mr. Eric L. Hansen, a member of the audit committee and an
independent director, is an audit committee financial expert, as defined under 401(h) of Regulation S-K.

Item 11.  Executive Compensation

If you would like information about our executive compensation, you should read the information under
the caption “Executive Compensation” and “Information About the Board of Directors and Executive and
Other Senior Officers” in the Proxy Statement for the Annual Meeting of Stockholders to be held on or
about May 11, 2006. We incorporate that information in this document by reference.

Item 12.  Security Ownership of Certain Beneficial Owners and Management and Related
Stockholder Matters

If you would like information about the stock owned by our management and certain large stockholders
and information about our equity compensation plans, you should read the information under the caption
“Stock Ownership of Officers, Directors and Major Stockholders” and “Equity Compensation Plan
Information” in the Proxy Statement for the Annual Meeting of Stockholders to be held on or about May
11, 2006. We incorporate that information in this document by reference.

Item 13.  Certain Relationships and Related Transactions

If you would like information about certain transactions which we have completed or certain relationships
which we have entered into, you should read the information under the caption “Certain Transactions” in
the Proxy Statement for the Annual Meeting of Stockholders to be held on or about May 11, 2006. We
incorporate that information in this document by reference.

Item 14.  Principal Accounting Fees and Services

If you would like information about fees paid to our auditors, you should read the information under the
caption “Fees and Services of Deloitte & Touche LLP” in the Proxy Statement for the Annual Meeting of

42


http://www.applebees.com/

Stockholders to be held on or about May 11, 2006. We incorporate that information in this document by
reference.
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PART IV
Item 15.  Exhibits, Financial Statement Schedules
@) List of documents filed as part of this report:
1. Financial Statements:

The financial statements are listed in the accompanying “Index to Consolidated Financial
Statements” on Page F-1.

2. Financial Statement Schedules:
None.
3. Exhibits:

The exhibits filed with or incorporated by reference in this report are listed on the Exhibit
Index beginning on page E-1.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant
has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned, thereunto duly authorized.

APPLEBEE’S INTERNATIONAL, INC.

Date: March 9, 2006 By: /s/ David L. Goebel
David L. Goebel
Director, President and Chief Operating
Officer
(principal executive officer)

POWER OF ATTORNEY

KNOWN TO ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS, that each person whose signature appears below
constitutes and appoints Lloyd L. Hill and Rebecca R. Tilden, and each of them, his true and lawful
attorney-in-fact and agent, with full power of substitution and resubstitution, for him and in his name,
place and stead, in any and all capacities, to sign any amendments to this Form 10-K, and to file the same,
with exhibits thereto and other documents in connection therewith, with the Securities and Exchange
Commission, hereby ratifying and confirming all that said attorney-in-fact or his substitute or substitutes,
may do or cause to be done by virtue hereof.

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, this report has been signed below by
the following persons on behalf of the registrant and in the capacities and on the dates indicated.

By: /s/ David L. Goebel Date:  March 9, 2006

David L. Goebel
Director, President and Chief Operating Officer
(principal executive officer)

By: /s/ Steven K. Lumpkin Date:  March 9, 2006

Steven K. Lumpkin

Director, Executive Vice President, Chief
Financial Officer and Treasurer
(principal financial officer)

By: /s/ Beverly O. Elving Date:  March 9, 2006

Beverly O. Elving
Vice President and Controller
(principal accounting officer)

By: /s/ Lloyd L. Hill Date:  March 9, 2006

Lloyd L. Hill
Director, Chairman of the Board and Chief
Executive Officer
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By:

By:

By:

By:

By:

By:

By:

/s/ Erline Belton

Erline Belton
Director

/sl Gina Boswell

Gina Boswell
Director

/s/ Douglas R. Conant

Douglas R. Conant
Director

/s/ D. Patrick Curran

D. Patrick Curran
Director

/sl Eric L. Hansen

Eric L. Hansen
Director

/sl Jack P. Helms

Jack P. Helms
Director

/s/ Burton M. Sack

Burton M. Sack
Director

/s/ Michael A. Volkema

Michael A. Volkema
Director
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REPORT OF INDEPENDENT REGISTERED PUBLIC ACCOUNTING FIRM

To the Board of Directors and Stockholders of
Applebee’s International, Inc. and Subsidiaries
Overland Park, Kansas

We have audited the accompanying consolidated balance sheets of Applebee’s International, Inc. and
subsidiaries (the “Company”) as of December 25, 2005 and December 26, 2004, and the related consolidated
statements of earnings, stockholders’ equity, and cash flows for each of the three fiscal years in the period
ended December 25, 2005. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Company’s management.
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audits.

We conducted our audits in accordance with the standards of the Public Company Accounting Oversight
Board (United States). Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes
examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management,
as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audits provide a
reasonable basis for our opinion.

In our opinion, such consolidated financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial
position of the Company as of December 25, 2005 and December 26, 2004, and the results of its operations
and its cash flows for each of the three fiscal years in the period ended December 25, 2005, in conformity
with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.

We have also audited, in accordance with the standards of the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board
(United States), the effectiveness of the Company’s internal control over financial reporting as of December
25, 2005, based on the criteria established in Internal Control—Integrated Framework issued by the
Committee of Sponsoring Organizations of the Treadway Commission and our report dated March 8, 2006
expressed an unqualified opinion on management’s assessment of the effectiveness of the Company’s
internal control over financial reporting and an ungualified opinion on the effectiveness of the Company’s
internal control over financial reporting.

DELOITTE & TOUCHE LLP

Kansas City, Missouri
March 8, 2006



APPLEBEE’S INTERNATIONAL, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES

CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEETS

(in thousands, except share amounts)

ASSETS

Current assets:
Cash and Cash BQUIVAIENES .........ccoeiiiiiece et
Short-term investments, at MArket VAIUE ........cc.coviiviiiii ittt
Receivables, net 0f @llOWANCE...........ccoiiiiiiiiicc
Receivables related to captive insurance subsidiary ..
INVENEOTIES ....vii ettt
Prepaid INCOME tAXES .. ...vevveverieierreiesieie sttt sttt a st st teste st eseetestesnesesaenees
Prepaid and other current assets.
Total current assets..............
Property and equipment, net ....
GOOAWIll ...
Restricted assets related to captive insurance subsidiary ...
Other intangible assets, Net..........ccccorieiinieinieieiiees
(@] (15T T S 1T SRS

Current liabilities:
Current portion of 10Ng-term Aebt............coeviviiiiiiii e
INOLES PAYADIE ...ttt naen
Accounts payable ...
Accrued expenses and other current liabilities. ..........ccoovvovrercineneis e
Loss reserve and unearned premiums related to captive insurance subsidiary
ACCIUE AIVIAENGS ... nees
ACCIUET INCOME TAXES. ... vvvvrteteiteieieie ettt
Total current lHabIITIES ........ocveieiceee e nee s
Non-current liabilities:
Long-term debt — 1€SS CUITENE POITION........civeieiieiieiee et neens
Deferred income taxes
Other non-current liabilities
Total NON-CUITENt lADIITIES .......cvvieeeece e
TOtal HADIHTIES ....c.viveiiiei s
Commitments and contingencies (Notes 12, 13 and 18)
Stockholders’ equity:
Preferred stock — par value $0.01 per share: authorized - 1,000,000 shares;
N0 SNAIES ISSUBH.......cviiviiriircitiir etk
Common stock — par value $0.01 per share: authorized — 125,000,000 shares;
iSSUEd — 108,503,243 SNATES .......cocuiirieiiirieiiiiret et
Additional paid-in capital
Unearned compensation .....
(R e Lo =T T a1 T TSP

Treasury stock — 34,304,693 shares in 2005 and 27,375,044 shares in 2004, at cost..............
Total StOCKNOIABIS™ BQUILY .....vevveeeieeieieeerie et nee s

See notes to consolidated financial statements.

F-3

December 25,

December 26,

2005 2004
$ 13,040 $ 10,642
286 282
37,857 39,152
1,712 2,566
20,373 35,936
3,488 —
13,518 12,079
90,274 100,657
590,593 486,548
138,443 116,344
19,329 17,386
8,050 8,524
31,899 24,972
$ 878,588 $ 754,431
$ 259 $ 222
7,900 —
63,445 42,830
100,995 89,064
10,235 12,137
14,840 4,867
— 2,578
197,674 151,698
180,208 35,472
37,722 28,995
50,374 41,539
268,304 106,006
465,978 257,704
1,085 1,085
234,988 220,897
(2,614) (1,924)
710,277 623,315
943,736 843,373
(531,126) (346,646)
412,610 496,727
$ 878,588 $ 754,431




APPLEBEE’S INTERNATIONAL, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES
CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF EARNINGS
(in thousands, except per share amounts)

Fiscal Year Ended

December 25,

December 26,

December 28,

2005 2004 2003
Revenues:
Company restaurant SAlES...........ccvervrreeririeeienieeessere e e $1,082,641 $ 976,798 $ 867,158
Franchise royalties and fees ...........ccovveririiniiniicinene e 128,813 121,221 109,604
Other franchise income 5,196 13,615 13,147
Total Operating reVENUES..........c.ccevveieerieieesesieeee e 1,216,650 1,111,634 989,909
Cost of company restaurant sales:
FOOd aNd DEVEIAGE ......eoveveriiiirieeiceee e 286,522 259,134 225,346
Labor.....ccccovverinniiinas 358,563 317,659 283,762
Direct and occupancy.... 287,656 244,707 217,393
Pre-opening eXpense .........ccovccvverveiernnenieeneens 4,767 3,025 2,020
Total cost of company restaurant sales ...... 937,508 824,525 728,521
Cost of other franchise INCOME ..........ccoiiiiriiiiniii e 4,892 14,401 12,697
General and administrative eXPENSES........ccouvreirireirnieereriee e 109,768 104,810 94,951
Amortization of intangible aSSets ...........cccccverieiiiiererice e 878 663 364
Impairment of 10ng-lived @SSEtS...........cocivrvrerieirreree e 3,900 — —
Loss on disposition of restaurants and equipment ..........ccocovevvererirennens 2,067 1,955 699
OPErating BAMMINGS ....c.veveiererierieeresieresese ettt see e sreseeeenens 157,637 165,280 152,677
Other income (expense):
INVESEMENT INCOME ...ttt 1,695 1,284 1,554
INtErest EXPENSE.....vvvveereeerierieeee e see e eee e (4,365) (1,626) (1,733)
Impairment of Chevys note receivable (Note 5)... — — (8,803)
Other INCOME.....cueeieeieiiicec e 1,762 3,657 3,722
Total other iNCOMe (EXPENSE)......cvveveereerieerierieieeseereee e (908) 3,215 (5,260)
Earnings before income taxes and cumulative effect of change in
accounting principle 156,729 168,495 147,417
INCOMIE TAXES. ..cuveeteeeiieecteeetee ettt e et ettt et be e et e e be e ebeesbeesnbeeebeesbeeenbeenbeees 54,702 57,630 53,068
Earnings before cumulative effect of change in accounting principle ...... 102,027 110,865 94,349
Cumulative effect of change in accounting principle, net of tax............... (225) — —
N LT LT TSRS $ 101,802 $ 110,865 $ 94,349
Basic net earnings per COMmMON SNAIE..........coovviiireieiiene e
Basic earnings before cumulative effect of change in
accoUNting PrinCIPIE......ccoveivie et $ 1.30 $ 1.36 $ 1.14
Cumulative effect of change in accounting principle, net of tax ...... — — —
Basic net earnings per COMMON SNAre.........ccccovveieriereieriseieriseiess s $ 1.29 $ 1.36 $ 1.14
Diluted net earnings per COMMON SNATE..........cccerrrriereriririrnnnnseennas
Diluted earnings before cumulative effect of change in
accoUNtiNg PriNCIPIE.......vciirceicee e $ 1.28 $ 1.33 $ 1.10
Cumulative effect of change in accounting principle, net of tax ...... — — —
Diluted net earnings per COMMON SNArE........c.cceivrirreieriseieriseereseeneneaes $ 1.27 $ 1.33 $ 1.10
Basic weighted average shares outstanding............ccccceeeececiiniiinnnnnnnen. 78,650 81,528 82,944
Diluted weighted average shares outstanding ............cccooceveivvienenninenens 80,010 83,600 85,409

See notes to consolidated financial statements.
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APPLEBEE’S INTERNATIONAL, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES
CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF STOCKHOLDERS’ EQUITY
(in thousands, except per share amounts)

Balance, December 29, 2002 ...........ccccoevvevevreennane.

Comprehensive income:
NEL BAININGS ..vvvvveiereeieeieriee e seeeees
Change in unrealized gain on short-term
investments, net of income taxes.............ccov...

Total comprehensive income.............c.......
Purchases of treasury stock
Dividends declared on common stock, $0.05

PEr Share. ...
Stock options exercised and related tax benefit....
Shares issued under employee benefit plans.........
Restricted shares awarded under equity

incentive plan, net of forfeitures...........cc.cocee.e
Amortization of unearned compensation relating
to restricted Shares.........c.coovvvvrnnnnsisne
Net repayments of notes receivable from officers
for stock sales..................
Balance, December 28, 2003

NEL CAIMINGS ..vvvvvereeeerieieresee e e e e
Purchases of treasury stock ..........c.cccceverenvrieenne.
Dividends declared on common stock, $0.06
PEF Shar€....c.eveeveecceece s
Stock options exercised and related tax benefit....
Shares issued under employee benefit plans.........
Restricted shares awarded under equity
incentive plans, net of forfeitures.....................
Amortization of unearned compensation relating
to restricted Shares.........c.coovvrrnnrnssiine
Dividends paid for fractional shares
Balance, December 26, 2004 ............ccccovviirinienns

NEt €AIMINGS ...vovvrveverieierieeee e
Purchases of treasury StocK ..........c.cocovvvvnnenne
Dividends declared on common stock, $0.20
PEF ShAI€....cveieeciee s
Stock options exercised and related tax benefit....
Shares issued under employee benefit plans.........
Restricted shares awarded under equity
incentive plans, net of forfeitures.....................
Amortization of unearned compensation relating
to restricted Shares..........cocccevrieiinnciensccne
Balance, December 25, 2005

Accumulated

Additional Other Total
Common Stock Paid-In Unearned Retained Comprehensive Treasury Stockholders’
Shares Amount Capital Compensation Earnings Income (Loss) Stock Equity
108,503 $ 1,085 $188,122 $ (599) $426,879 $ 16 $(230,302) $ 385,201
— — — — 94,349 — — 94,349
— — — — — (16) — (16)
— — — — 94,349 (16) — 94,333
_ _ . — — — (49,757) (49,757)
— — — — (3,863) — — (3,863)
— — 9,884 — — — 11,898 21,782
— — 2,554 — — — 1,732 4,286
— — 1,292 (1,789) — — 548 51
— — — 1,011 — — — 1,011
— — 99 — — — — 99
108,503 1,085 201,951 (1,377) 517,365 — (265,881) 453,143
— — — — 110,865 — — 110,865
— — — — — — (99,723) (99,723)
_ — — — (4,867) — — (4,867)
— — 13,756 — — — 16,200 29,956
— — 3,747 — — — 2,232 5,979
— — 1,443 (1,969) — — 526 —
— — — 1,422 — — — 1,422
— — — — (48) — — (48)
108,503 1,085 220,897 (1,924) 623,315 — (346,646) 496,727
— — — — 101,802 — — 101,802
— — — — — — (196,066) (196,066)
— — — — (14,840) — — (14,840)
— — 9,274 — — — 9,080 18,354
— — 2,586 — — — 1,816 4,402
— — 2,231 (2,921) — — 690 —
— — — 2,231 — — — 2,231
108,503 $ 1,085  $234,988 $ (2,614) $710,277 $ — $ (531,126) $412,610

See notes to consolidated financial statements.
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APPLEBEE’S INTERNATIONAL, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES
CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF CASH FLOWS
(in thousands)

Fiscal Year Ended

December 25,

December 26,

December 28,

2005 2004 2003
CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES:
NEE BAIMINGS ...ttt $ 101,802 $ 110,865 $ 94,349
Adjustments to reconcile net earnings to net cash
provided by operating activities:
Cumulative effect of change in accounting principle, net of tax............. 225 — —
Depreciation and amortization...........c.ccoviernierinnennee s 54,580 46,051 41,082
Amortization of intangible aSSets ............ccovreivrivrereise e 878 663 364
Amortization of unearned cOMPENSALIoN ...........ccvveviveeiceecececcens 2,231 1,422 1,011
Other @mOTtIZAtION.........coeiriciiec e 246 309 195
INVENtOry IMPAITMENT ........iviiiieiee s — 2,000 —
Deferred inCOME taX ProVISION ........ccoievevrerieiesn e 9,871 25,313 2,436
Impairment of 1ong-lived @SSets...........cccceeeeeiiiiiiiees 3,900 — —
Gain on sale Of INVESIMENLS.........coveivriieiir e — — (24)
Loss on disposition of restaurants and equipment ............c.cocovviiinnes 2,067 1,955 699
Impairment of Chevys note receivable ............ccooovereiivencienceneeeees — — 8,803
Income tax benefit from exercise of stock Options .............ccceevevevrirenee 5,370 10,459 7,606
Changes in assets and liabilities (exclusive of effects of acquisitions or
dispositions):
RECEIVADIES .....vivieiciici s 1,371 (7,218) (5,733)
Receivables related to captive insurance subsidiary ..........cc.ccceoevvrnenne. 154 (2,116) 1,353
LAY =T 01 0] TSR 15,753 (16,925) (9,139)
INCOME TAXES....c.viiieiiiiies e (5,941) 8,378 (798)
Prepaid and other CUrrent @SSets ..........ccvvereerrrereeenereee e (2,583) (665) 1,063
ACCOUNES PAYADIE ... 18,757 5,197 10,233
Accrued expenses and other current liabilities .........cccocvevrervvivierennnn, 11,842 (3,542) 14,057
Loss reserve and unearned premiums related to captive insurance
SUBSITIANY ... (1,202) 6,880 3,454
Other non-current liabilities 4,866 2,702 4,965
OTNBT ..ttt (2,984) (1,123) (87)
NET CASH PROVIDED BY OPERATING ACTIVITIES................... 221,203 190,605 175,889
CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES:
Purchases of property and eqUIPMENT ...........ccvvvreirirneriennereese e (139,396) (104,620) (82,562)
Restricted assets related to captive insurance subsidiary ..........ccccocoeervrenen. (1,943) (6,623) (10,763)
ACQUISITION OF FESTAUTANTS ......cvveeeeiiccse e (47,616) (13,817) (21,557)
Lease aCqUISItION COSES..........cueuirireririiiiririreeeeree e — (4,875) —
Acquisition of other intangible asset.............cvvveirrereiincereeee e — (2,809) —
Proceeds from sale of restaurants and equipmMenNt ...........cccovveeerneienneennns 1,237 66 9,228
Maturities and sales of short-term investments.........cc.ccoeevvevrereinrcereneseenn — (253) 480
Other INVEStING aCtIVITIES ......covivieiririeirsiee e — (1,124) —
NET CASH USED BY INVESTING ACTIVITIES. ..o (187,718) (134,055) (105,174)
CASH FLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES:
Purchases of treasury StOCK.........cccceviivriereiiirees e (196,066) (99,723) (49,757)
DiVIdends PAIG ..ot (4,867) (3,911) (3,323)
Issuance of common stock upon exercise of stock options.............ccccceveeeee 12,984 19,497 14,176
Shares issued under employee benefit plans...................... 4,402 5,979 4,286
Net debt proceeds (PAYMENLS).........cvierrerieirerieieeseiee e seee e seenens 152,673 14,832 (33,399)
Deferred financing costs relating to issuance of long-term debt ................... (213) (449) —
NET CASH USED BY FINANCING ACTIVITIES ......cooovvenreerenennn. (31,087) (63,775) (68,017)
NET INCREASE (DECREASE) IN CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS. ........ 2,398 (7,225) 2,698
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS, beginning of period ...........ccocoeeriinienne. 10,642 17,867 15,169
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS, end of period ...........ccceevverveererenesienne, $ 13,040 $ 10,642 $ 17,867

See notes to consolidated financial statements.
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APPLEBEE’S INTERNATIONAL, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES
CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF CASH FLOWS - (Continued)
(in thousands)

Fiscal Year Ended

December 25, December 26, December 28,
2005 2004 2003
SUPPLEMENTAL DISCLOSURES OF CASH
FLOW INFORMATION:
Cash paid during the year for:
INCOME LAXES ...ttt $ 45,402 $ 12,428 $ 45557
INEEIES. ..ccvieeicce e $ 3,340 $ 1,056 $ 1,079

SUPPLEMENTAL DISCLOSURES OF NONCASH INVESTING AND FINANCING ACTIVITIES:

We issued restricted common stock, net of forfeitures, of $2,921,000 in 2005, $1,945,000 in 2004, and
$1,842,000 in 2003.

In 2002, we entered into a rabbi trust agreement to protect the assets of the nonqualified deferred
compensation plan for certain of our associates. The plan investments are included in other assets and the
offsetting obligation is included in other non-current liabilities in our consolidated balance sheets. We had
non-cash increases in these balances of $3,940,000, $3,881,000, and $3,448,000 in 2005, 2004 and 2003,
respectively.

We made matching contributions in shares of our common stock to a profit sharing plan and trust established
in accordance with Section 401(k) of the Internal Revenue Code of $1,308,000 in 2004 and $1,044,000 in
2003. In 2005, we began matching contributions in cash.

On March 24, 2003, we assumed a loan of approximately $1,400,000 in connection with the acquisition of
11 restaurants.

We had property and equipment purchases accrued in accounts payable of approximately $11,100,000 as of
December 25, 2005.

See notes to consolidated financial statements.



APPLEBEE’S INTERNATIONAL, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES
NOTES TO CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

1. Organization

Applebee’s International, Inc. and our subsidiaries develop, franchise and operate casual dining restaurants
under the name “Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill & Bar.” As of December 25, 2005, there were 1,804
Applebee’s restaurants. Franchisees operated 1,318 of these restaurants and 486 restaurants were company
operated. These restaurants were located in 49 states and 14 countries outside of the United States.

On September 20, 2002, we formed Neighborhood Insurance, Inc., a regulated Vermont corporation and a
wholly-owned subsidiary, as a captive insurance company. Neighborhood Insurance, Inc. was established to
provide Applebee’s International, Inc. and qualified franchisees with workers’ compensation and general
liability insurance (see Note 14).

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

Principles of consolidation: The consolidated financial statements include our accounts and the accounts of
our wholly-owned subsidiaries. We have eliminated all intercompany profits, transactions and balances.

Fiscal year: Our fiscal year ends on the last Sunday of the calendar year. The fiscal years ended December
25, 2005, December 26, 2004, and December 28, 2003 each contained 52 weeks. These fiscal years will be
referred to hereafter as 2005, 2004 and 2003, respectively.

Cash and cash equivalents: We consider all money market investment instruments to be cash and cash
equivalents. Periodically, we have outstanding checks that are written in excess of the cash balances at our
bank which create a book overdraft and are recorded as a liability. As of December 25, 2005, we had checks
written in excess of a bank balance of $13,430,000 which was included in accounts payable in the
accompanying consolidated balance sheets. This balance was subsequently funded through our credit
facility in 2006.

Financial instruments: Our financial instruments as of December 25, 2005 and December 26, 2004 consist
of cash equivalents, short-term investments, accounts receivable, notes payable and long-term debt,
excluding capitalized lease obligations. The carrying amount of cash equivalents and accounts receivable
(including receivables related to the captive insurance subsidiary) approximates fair value because of the
short maturity of those instruments. We based the carrying amount of short-term investments on quoted
market prices. We based the fair value of our long-term debt, excluding capitalized lease obligations, on
quotations made on similar issues. The fair value of these financial instruments approximates the carrying
amounts reported in the consolidated balance sheets.

Investments: We have certificates of deposit that are included in short-term investments and auction rate
securities that are included in restricted assets related to the captive insurance subsidiary in our consolidated
balance sheets. We have classified all investments as available-for-sale. Due to the short time period
between reset dates of the interest rates, there are no unrealized gains or losses associated with the auction
rate securities. The contractual maturities of the auction rate securities range from 2030 to 2033.

Inventories: We state inventories at the lower of cost, using the first-in, first-out method, or market. When
necessary, we record inventory reserves for obsolescence and shrinkage based upon inventory turnover
trends, historical experience and the specific identification method.

Property and equipment: We report property and equipment at historical cost less accumulated depreciation.
Depreciation is provided on a straight-line method over the estimated useful lives of the assets. Leasehold



improvements are amortized over the lesser of the lease term, as defined in operating leases below, or the
estimated useful life of the related asset. The general ranges of original depreciable lives are as follows:

. Buildings 20 years
. Leasehold improvements 15-20 years
° Furniture and equipment 2-7 years

We record capitalized interest in connection with the development of new restaurants and amortize it over
the estimated useful life of the related asset. We capitalized $462,000 in interest costs during 2005,
$189,000 during 2004 and $264,000 during 2003.

Software costs: Costs incurred in connection with the development of internal-use software are capitalized
and amortized over the expected useful life of the asset.

Goodwill: Goodwill represents the excess of cost over fair market value of net assets we have acquired.
Goodwill is not subject to amortization but is tested for impairment annually or more frequently if events or
changes in circumstances indicate that the asset might be impaired. Statement of Financial Accounting
Standards (“SFAS”) No. 142, “Goodwill and Other Intangible Assets,” requires a two-step process for
testing impairment of goodwill. First, the fair value of the reporting unit is compared to its carrying value to
determine whether an indication of impairment exists. If an impairment is indicated, then the fair value of the
reporting unit’s goodwill is determined by allocating the unit’s fair value to its assets and liabilities
(including any unrecognized intangible assets) as if the reporting unit had been acquired in a business
combination. The amount of impairment for goodwill is measured as the excess of its carrying value over its
implied fair value. We define the reporting unit as all company restaurants.

Impairment of long-lived assets: We review our restaurant property and equipment for impairment quarterly
on a restaurant-by-restaurant basis using historical cash flows as well as current estimates of future cash
flows and/or appraisals.

We review other non-amortizing long-lived assets annually and when events or circumstances indicate that
the carrying value of the asset may not be recoverable. The recoverability is assessed in most instances by
comparing the carrying value to its undiscounted cash flows.

Gift cards: We record a liability in the period in which a gift card is issued and proceeds are received. As
gift cards are redeemed, this liability is reduced and revenue is recognized. We recognize gift card slippage
income when the likelihood of the redemption of the card becomes remote.

Use of estimates: The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America requires management to make estimates and assumptions. These
estimates, which are frequently made in consultation with certain third-party advisors, include, but are not
limited to, estimates for legal actions and general liability, workers’ compensation and health insurance,
long-term incentives, and the collectibility of receivables.

We are periodically involved in various legal actions arising in the normal course of business. We are
required to assess the probability of any adverse judgments as well as the potential range of loss. We
determine the required accruals after a review of the facts of each legal action.

The estimated liability for general liability, workers’ compensation and health insurance is established based
upon historical claims data and third-party actuarial estimates of settlement costs for incurred claims. We
recognized expense of $27,557,000 in 2005, $25,116,000 in 2004 and $20,136,000 in 2003 related to these
types of insurance in our consolidated financial statements. Unanticipated changes in these factors may
require us to revise our estimates.



We have various long-term associate incentive compensation plans which require us to make estimates to
determine our liability based upon projected performance of plan criteria. If actual performance against the
criteria differs from our estimates in the future, we will be required to adjust our liability accordingly.

We continually assess the collectibility of our franchise receivables. We establish our allowance for bad
debts based on several factors, including historical collection experience, the current economic environment
and other specific information available to us at the time. The allowance for bad debts may change in the
future due to changes in the factors above or other new developments.

Estimates and assumptions used by management affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities, the
disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements, and the reported amounts
of revenues and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates.

Franchise royalties and fees: We recognize royalties on a franchisee’s sales in the period in which the sales
are reported to have occurred. We also receive a franchise fee for each restaurant that a franchisee opens.
The recognition of franchise fees is deferred until we have performed substantially all of our related
obligations as franchisor, typically when the restaurant opens. Franchise fees, included in franchise royalties
and fees in the consolidated statements of earnings, totaled $3,358,000 for 2005, $3,096,000 for 2004 and
$2,769,000 for 2003.

Other franchise income: Other franchise income includes insurance premiums from franchisee participation
in our captive insurance program and revenue from information technology products and services provided
to certain franchisees. Income from franchisee premiums and information technology services is recognized
ratably over the related contract period. Income from information technology products is recognized when
the products are installed at the restaurant.

Advertising costs: We recognize company-owned restaurant contributions to the national marketing pool in
the period the contribution accrues. We expense most local advertising costs for company-owned restaurants
as we incur them, but we expense the production costs of advertising the first time the advertising takes
place. Advertising expense related to company-owned restaurants was $51,969,000 for 2005, $46,324,000
for 2004 and $41,597,000 for 2003.

Operating leases: We account for our restaurant and office space leases in accordance with SFAS No.13,
“Accounting for Leases” and other authoritative guidance. We recognize rent expense for our operating
leases, which have escalating rentals over the term of the lease, on a straight-line basis over the initial term
and those option periods where failure to exercise such options would result in an economic penalty such
that the renewal appears reasonably assured. In addition, the lease term is deemed to commence on the date
we become legally obligated for rent payments. In 2005, we capitalized the straight-line rent amounts during
the construction period of leased properties. In 2006, we changed our policy to expense the straight-line rent
during the construction period (see new accounting pronouncements below). Straight-line rent subsequent to
the construction period and prior to the restaurant opening is recognized as expense. We use a consistent
lease term when calculating depreciation of leasehold improvements, determining straight-line rent expense
and determining classification of our leases as either operating or capital. Contingent rents are generally
amounts due as a result of sales in excess of amounts stipulated in certain restaurant leases and are included
in rent expense as they accrue.

Certain of our lease agreements contain tenant improvement allowances, rent holidays, lease premiums, rent
escalation clauses and/or contingent rent provisions. For purposes of recognizing incentives, premiums, rent
holidays and minimum rental expenses on a straight-line basis over the terms of the leases, we use the date of
initial possession to begin amortization, which is generally when we enter the property and begin to make
improvements in preparation of its intended use.
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For tenant improvement allowances, we record a deferred rent liability in either other current liabilities or
other non-current liabilities on the consolidated balance sheet and amortize the deferred rent over the term of
the lease as a reduction to direct and occupancy costs in the consolidated statements of earnings.

Pre-opening expense: We expense direct training and other costs, including rent expense subsequent to the
construction period but prior to restaurant opening, related to opening new or relocated restaurants as they
are incurred, which is typically in the month of opening.

Income taxes: We use the asset and liability method to determine deferred income taxes. Deferred tax assets
and liabilities are computed based upon future tax consequences associated with differences between the
financial statement carrying amount and the tax bases of assets and liabilities.

Stock-based compensation: We have adopted the disclosure provisions of SFAS No. 148, “Accounting for
Stock-Based Compensation — Transition and Disclosure, an amendment of FASB Statement No. 123.” The
Statement requires prominent disclosures in financial statements regarding the method of accounting for
stock-based employee compensation and the effect of the method used on reported results. We account for
stock-based compensation awards under the intrinsic method of Accounting Principles Board (“APB”)
Opinion No. 25. Opinion No. 25 requires compensation cost to be recognized based on the excess, if any,
between the quoted market price of the stock at the date of grant and the amount an employee must pay to
acquire the stock. All options awarded under all of our plans are granted with an exercise price equal to the
fair market value on the date of the grant. The following table presents the effect on our net earnings and
earnings per share had we adopted the fair value method of accounting for stock-based compensation under
SFAS No. 123, “Accounting for Stock-Based Compensation” (in thousands, except for per share amounts).

2005 2004 2003

Net earnings, as reported..........cccceeveveereereeennns $ 101,802 $ 110,865 $ 94,349
Add: Stock-based compensation expense

included in net earnings, net of related taxes... 1,409 638 2,354
Less: Total stock-based employee

compensation expense determined under

fair value based methods for all awards,

net of related taxes..........cccovveveneiciicncnee, 8,536 8,555 9,752
Pro forma net earnings .........ccocevevverveiereriereeennnn, $ 94,675 $ 102,948 $ 86,951
Basic net earnings per common share,

aS TEPOrted .....c.ovvevveeieiece e $ 1.29 $ 1.36 $ 1.14
Basic net earnings per common share,

Pro forma........cccevevieiiieceeeece e $ 1.20 $ 1.26 $ 1.05
Diluted net earnings per common share,

aS TEPOrted .......ccevveeieiecieceeeee e $ 1.27 $ 1.33 $ 1.10
Diluted net earnings per common share,

Pro forma........cccevevieiiieccecc e $ 1.18 $ 1.23 $ 1.02

The weighted average fair value at date of grant for options granted during 2005, 2004 and 2003 was $8.43,
$9.84 and $7.11 per share, respectively, which, for the purposes of this disclosure, is assumed to be
amortized over the respective vesting period of the grants. The fair value of each option grant is estimated
on the date of grant using the Black-Scholes model to value our option grants. We calculated the following
weighted average assumptions for grants in 2005, 2004 and 2003: dividend yield of 0.7%, 0.3% and 0.3%,
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respectively; expected volatility of 32.3%, 41.6% and 44.9%, respectively; risk-free interest rate of 3.9%,
2.7% and 2.8%, respectively; and expected lives of 5.1, 4.8 and 4.9 years, respectively.

In December 2004, the Financial Accounting Standards Board (“FASB”) issued SFAS No. 123 (revised
2004), “Share-based Payment,” which replaces SFAS No. 123, “Accounting for Stock-Based
Compensation,” and supersedes APB Opinion No. 25, “Accounting for Stock Issued to Employees.” SFAS
No. 123 (revised 2004) requires compensation costs related to share-based payment transactions to be
recognized in the financial statements. With limited exceptions, the amount of compensation cost will be
measured based on the fair value on the grant date of the equity or liability instruments issued.
Compensation cost will be recognized over the period that an employee provides service for that award,
resulting in a decrease in our net earnings. We will adopt the provisions of this Statement, as amended,
using the modified prospective method in 2006. Compensation cost will be recognized for all awards that
have been granted prior to 2006 but have yet to reach the end of their service period and all new awards
granted beginning in 2006. The amount of expense to be recognized over the remaining service period as of
December 25, 2005 is $28,120,000. As required by SFAS 123 (revised 2004), we will begin expensing
employee stock-based compensation over the shorter of the vesting period or the period from the date of
grant up until the date the employee becomes eligible for retirement.

Net earnings per share: We compute basic net earnings per common share by dividing income available to
common shareholders by the weighted average number of common shares outstanding for the reporting
period. Diluted net earnings per common share reflects the potential dilution that could occur if holders of
options or other contracts to issue common stock exercised or converted their holdings into common stock.
Outstanding stock options and equity-based compensation represent the only dilutive effects on weighted
average shares. The chart below presents a reconciliation between basic and diluted weighted average shares
outstanding and the related net earnings per share. All amounts in the chart, except per share amounts, are
expressed in thousands.

2005 2004 2003

NEt BAININGS......ceiviieriericrecieeee et $ 101,802 $ 110,865 $ 94,349
Basic weighted average shares outstanding ........ 78,650 81,528 82,944
Dilutive effect of stock options and

equity-based compensation ...........ccccocevvrvnnenn 1,360 2,072 2,465
Diluted weighted average shares outstanding ..... 80,010 83,600 85,409
Basic net earnings per common share.................. $ 1.29 $ 1.36 $ 1.14
Diluted net earnings per common share.............. $ 1.27 $ 1.33 $ 1.10

We excluded stock options with exercise prices greater than the average market price of our common stock
for the applicable periods from the computation of diluted weighted average shares outstanding as the effect
would be anti-dilutive. We excluded approximately 2,796,000, 1,459,000 and 56,000 of these options from
our diluted weighted average share computation for 2005, 2004 and 2003, respectively.

Cash flows: For purposes of the consolidated statements of cash flows, we consider all highly liquid
investments purchased with an original maturity of three months or less to be cash equivalents.

New accounting pronouncements: In October 2005, the FASB issued FASB Staff Position (“FSP”) 13-1,
“Accounting for Rental Costs Incurred during a Construction Period.” The guidance requires the rental costs
recognized for ground or building operating leases during the construction period be recognized as rental
expense. The guidance permits either retroactive or prospective treatment for periods beginning after
December 15, 2005. We will prospectively change our policy from capitalization to expensing beginning in
fiscal 2006. The adoption of this FSP will result in an expected increase of approximately $25,000 in
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preopening expenses recognized for every new restaurant opened but will not have a material effect on our
consolidated financial statements.

In May 2005, the FASB issued SFAS No. 154, “Accounting Changes and Error Corrections-A Replacement
of APB Opinion No. 20 and FASB Statement No. 3.” SFAS No. 154 requires retrospective application to
prior periods’ financial statements for changes in accounting principle, unless it is impracticable to determine
either the period-specific effects or the cumulative effect of the change. SFAS No. 154 is effective for
accounting changes and corrections of errors made in fiscal years beginning after December 15, 2005.

In March 2005, the FASB issued FASB Interpretation No. 47, “Accounting for Conditional Asset Retirement
Obligations,” (“FIN 47). FIN 47 clarifies the term “conditional” as used in SFAS No. 143, “Accounting for
Asset Retirement Obligations.” This Interpretation refers to a legal obligation to perform an asset retirement
activity even if the timing and/or settlement is conditional on a future event that may or may not be within
the control of an entity. Accordingly, the entity must record a liability for the conditional asset retirement
obligation if the fair value of the obligation can be reasonably estimated. FIN 47 is effective for fiscal years
ending after December 15, 2005. We have entered into certain leases which may require us to return the
property to the landlord in its original condition. We recorded an expense for these leases of $400,000 in our
2005 consolidated financial statements, including $50,000 in direct and occupancy costs related to 2005 and
$350,000 ($225,000, net of income taxes) for years prior to 2005 as a cumulative effect of a change in
accounting principle as required by FIN 47.

In December 2004, the FASB issued SFAS No. 123 (revised 2004), “Share-based Payment,” which replaces
SFAS No. 123, “Accounting for Stock-Based Compensation,” and supersedes APB Opinion No. 25,
“Accounting for Stock Issued to Employees.” SFAS No. 123 (revised 2004) requires compensation costs
related to share-based payment transactions to be recognized in the financial statements. With limited
exceptions, the amount of compensation cost will be measured based on the fair value on the grant date of
the equity or liability instruments issued. Compensation cost will be recognized over the period that an
employee provides service for that award, resulting in a decrease in our net earnings. We will adopt the
provisions of this Statement, as amended, using the modified prospective method in 2006. Compensation
cost will be recognized for all awards that have been granted prior to 2006 but have yet to reach the end of
their service period and all new awards granted beginning in 2006. The amount of expense to be recognized
over the remaining service period as of December 25, 2005 is $28,120,000. As required by SFAS 123
(revised 2004), we will begin expensing employee stock-based compensation over the shorter of the vesting
period or the period from the date of grant up until the date the employee becomes eligible for retirement.
We expect that the adoption of this Standard will decrease our 2006 diluted net earnings per common share
by approximately $0.17.

3. Acquisitions

All of our acquisitions discussed below have been accounted for using the purchase method of accounting
and, accordingly, our consolidated financial statements reflect the results of operations for each acquisition
subsequent to the date of acquisition. The assets acquired and liabilities assumed are recorded at estimates of
fair value as determined by management based upon information available. We finalize the allocation of
purchase price to the fair value of assets acquired and liabilities assumed when we obtain information
sufficient to complete the allocation, but in each case, no longer than one year after the acquisition date.

In March 2003, we acquired the operations and assets of 11 Applebee’s restaurants located in Illinois,
Indiana, Kentucky and Missouri for $21,800,000 in cash and $1,400,000 in assumed debt. The total cash
payment included $20,800,000 paid at closing, approximately $200,000 paid as a deposit in 2002 and
approximately $800,000 paid in the second quarter of 2003.
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In April 2004, we completed our acquisition of the operations and assets of 10 Applebee’s restaurants
located in Southern California for approximately $13,800,000 in cash. The purchase price was allocated to
the fair value of property and equipment of $2,500,000, goodwill of $10,800,000 and other net assets of
approximately $500,000.

In May 2005, we completed the acquisition of 12 Applebee’s restaurants in Missouri, Kansas and Arkansas,
which included one restaurant under construction, for approximately $39,500,000 in cash. The purchase
price was allocated to the fair value of property and equipment of $17,500,000, goodwill of $21,500,000,
reacquired franchise rights of approximately $300,000 and other net assets of approximately $200,000.

The following table is comprised of actual company restaurant sales for the three restaurant acquisitions
above which are included in our consolidated financial statements for each period presented and pro forma
company restaurant sales assuming the acquisitions occurred at the beginning of the preceding fiscal year for
each acquisition (in thousands):

2005 2004 2003
Actual company restaurant sales
for acquired restaurants ..............ccceeveververenenen, $ 17000 $ 17,600 $ 19,000
Pro forma company restaurant sales
for acquired restaurants ............ccccceeeveveenerennane. $ 28500 $ 52600 $ 47,000

In April 2005, we finalized the acquisition of eight Applebee’s restaurants in the Memphis market that were
closed in 2004 by a former franchisee for approximately $8,800,000 payable in cash. In connection with this
acquisition, we paid approximately $800,000 in 2004 and $8,000,000 in 2005. The purchase price of
$8,800,000 was allocated to the fair value of property and equipment of approximately $8,200,000 and
goodwill of approximately $600,000. As of December 25, 2005, we have remodeled and opened seven
restaurants and the remaining restaurant was sold to a third party.

4. Disposition

On July 20, 2003, we completed the sale of eight company restaurants in the Atlanta, Georgia market to an
affiliate of an existing franchisee for $8,000,000. In connection with the sale of these restaurants, we closed
one restaurant in the Atlanta market in June 2003. This transaction did not have a significant impact on our
net earnings for 2003. Actual company restaurant sales included in our consolidated financial statements for
the nine restaurants were approximately $10,300,000 for 2003.

5. Impairment of Chevys Note Receivable

In 1999, we received a $6,000,000, 8% subordinated note in connection with the sale of the Rio Bravo
concept to Chevys Holdings, Inc. (“Chevys”) due in 2009. In June 2003, Chevys announced the sale of the
majority of its restaurants. Subsequent to the announcement, we received Chevys’ audited financial
statements for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2002. During 2003, we fully impaired the principal and
interest of approximately $8,800,000. A charge for the impairment of this note is included in our
consolidated statements of earnings for 2003. In October 2003, Chevys Inc. filed a voluntary petition to
reorganize under Chapter 11 of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code. In December 2004, the U.S. Bankruptcy Court
approved Chevys’ reorganization plan.

6. Inventory Impairment

In 2004, we determined that we had excess inventories of riblets that no longer met our quality standards.
Accordingly, we recorded an inventory impairment of $2,000,000 ($1,300,000, net of income taxes) in our
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consolidated statements of earnings for 2004. The portion of the riblet inventory impairment related to the
company’s historical usage of approximately $400,000 was recorded in food and beverage cost and the
portion related to the franchisee’s historical usage of approximately $1,600,000 was recorded in cost of other
franchise income in the consolidated statements of earnings.

7. Impairment of Long-lived Assets

In 2005, we recorded an asset impairment charge of $3,900,000 ($2,500,000, net of income taxes) consisting
of a $2,600,000 write-down of the carrying value of the property and equipment of three restaurants that
were not performing as expected and one restaurant that was closed and relocated and a $1,300,000 write-
down of one other long-lived asset. This impairment charge has been included in our consolidated
statements of earnings for 2005. The asset impairment charge was calculated by comparing the carrying
value of the assets to the estimated future cash flow projections. We have since closed one restaurant in
January 2006 and continue to operate the remaining two restaurants, although we may close one or both of
the remaining operating underperforming restaurants in the future.

8. Receivables

Receivables are comprised of the following (in thousands):

December 25, December 26,
2005 2004

Franchise royalty, advertising and trade receivables.................. $ 26,356 $ 28,924
Credit card reCeiVableS.........cccocvvei i 8,853 6,509
Franchise fee receivables.........cooviviiici s 742 252
(@12 T=] TR 2,246 3,884
38,197 39,569

Less allowance for bad debts.........ccccoceveveiiiiii i 340 417
$ 37,857 $ 39,152

The bad debt provision was $99,000 for 2003. We did not have a provision for bad debts for 2005 or 2004.
We had write-offs against the allowance for bad debts of $77,000 during 2005, $627,000 during 2004 and
$71,000 during 2003.

9. Prepaid and Other Current Assets

Prepaid and other current assets are comprised of the following (in thousands):

December 25, December 26,

2005 2004
Deferred INCOME tAXES ... .vivieeeeeeeeee et sere st e st e s e s e e eree e $ 6,338 $ 7,482
L©1 0[] RO TRRRRTTRR 7,180 4,597
$ 13,5518 $ 12,079
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10. Goodwill and Other Intangible Assets

In 2005 and 2004, we completed the annual goodwill impairment test required under the provisions of SFAS
No. 142, “Goodwill and Other Intangible Assets.” We determined that no impairment existed and as a
result, no impairment losses were recorded in 2005 or 2004.

The changes in goodwill are summarized below (in thousands):

December 25, December 26

2005 2004
Carrying amount, beginning of the year.........cc.ccocooevvvevvviennnn, $ 116,344 $ 105,326
GoodWIll aCQUITEA .......covveeecece e 22,099 11,018
Carrying amount, end of the year............cccccoceviiieiiic e, $ 138,443 $ 116,344

Amortizable other intangible assets consist of franchise interest and rights, lease acquisition costs and a
noncompete agreement.

Franchise interest and rights represent the allocation of the purchase price of our 1988 acquisition of the
Applebee’s concept to the restaurants we acquired and the franchise agreements that we assumed based on
an independent valuation. We amortize the allocated costs over the estimated life of the restaurants or the
franchise agreements on a straight-line basis ranging from 7 to 20 years.

Franchise interest and rights are being amortized over the next one to three years, lease acquisition costs are
being amortized over the next 7 to 19 years and the noncompete agreement is being amortized over the next
three years.

We expect annual amortization expense for amortizable other intangible assets for the next five fiscal years
to range from approximately $400,000 to $800,000.

Intangible assets subject to amortization pursuant to SFAS No. 142, “Goodwill and Other Intangible Assets,”
are summarized below (in thousands):

December 25, 2005

Gross Carrying Accumulated Net Book
Amount Amortization Value
Amortized intangible assets:
Franchise interest and rights.............. $ 6,371 $ 5,896 $ 475
Lease acquisition COStS..........ccceeueeee. 4,939 743 4,196
Noncompete agreement..........c.cccue.. 350 109 241
Total..ooececeeee $ 11,660 $ 6,748 $ 4912
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December 26, 2004

Gross Carrying Accumulated Net Book
Amount Amortization Value
Amortized intangible assets:
Franchise interest and rights ................ $ 6,371 $ 5,565 $ 806
Lease acquisition COStS..........cccevverennns 4,875 294 4,581
Noncompete agreement ..........cccceeenen. 350 22 328
TOtal oo $ 11,596 $ 5,881 $ 5,715

In connection with our acquisition of 12 Applebee’s restaurants from a franchisee in May 2005, we recorded
approximately $300,000 of reacquired franchise rights. The amount allocated to reacquired franchise rights
is based upon the franchise fees received from this franchisee. This intangible asset has an indefinite life and
accordingly, will not be amortized but tested for impairment at least annually.

In 2004, we acquired the exclusive right to operate Applebee’s restaurants in the Memphis, Tennessee
market from a former franchisee group for approximately $2,800,000. This intangible asset has an indefinite
life and accordingly, will not be amortized but tested for impairment at least annually. In connection with
this acquisition, we entered into an expanded 4-year noncompete agreement with the former franchise
principals which is being amortized over the life of the agreement.

In 2004, we acquired six restaurant leases which were formerly Ground Round restaurants for approximately
$4,900,000 in cash.

11. Other Assets

Other assets are comprised of the following (in thousands):

December 25, December 26,
2005 2004

Nonqualified deferred compensation plan
investments (NOte 20) ....ccvccvvererieerereee e $ 14,493 $ 9,754
LigUOT TICENSES ....c.veeeeiiec e 6,541 5,891
Minority investment in unaffiliated company, at cost................ 2,250 2,250
Notes receivable, NBL .........cccvvveieri i 1,478 1,024
Deferred financing COStS, NEL..........cccviveieiiiiere e 664 577
L©1 0[] TR TTRRRTTTR 6,473 5,476
$ 31,899 $ 24972
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12. Property and Equipment

Property and equipment, net, is comprised of the following (in thousands):

December 25, December 26,
2005 2004
I 13 T $ 97,476 $ 83,399
Buildings and leasehold improvements............ccoccevvvievveiiennenn, 482,074 398,323
Furniture and eqUIPMENT .........cccocoveiiiiiniseeee e 263,526 217,451
COoNSLrUCtioN IN PrOgrESS.....ccveiveiveereireiteeeeire ettt 25,755 24,601
868,831 723,774
Less accumulated depreciation and capitalized
188SE AMOITIZAtION. ....oveeeeeeeee et ee e e e e 278,238 237,226
$ 590,593 $ 486,548

We have recorded capitalized leases of $4,055,000 at December 25, 2005 and December 26, 2004 which are
included in buildings and leasehold improvements. We had accumulated amortization of such property of
$2,025,000 at December 25, 2005 and $1,847,000 at December 26, 2004. These capitalized leases relate to
the buildings on certain restaurant properties. The land portion of the restaurant property leases is accounted
for as an operating lease.

We had depreciation and capitalized lease amortization expense relating to property and equipment of
$54,580,000 for 2005, $46,051,000 for 2004, and $41,082,000 for 2003. Of these amounts, capitalized lease
amortization was $240,000 during 2005 and $239,000 for each of 2004 and 2003.

We lease certain of our restaurants. The leases generally provide for payment of minimum annual rent, real
estate taxes, insurance and maintenance and, in some cases, contingent rent (calculated as a percentage of
sales) in excess of minimum rent. Total rental expense for all operating leases is comprised of the following
(in thousands):

2005 2004 2003
MinimumM rent.......coeeveevereeeceee e $ 23,929 $ 20,416 $ 17,274
Contingent reNt.........cocveeveveveveceerere e 1,389 1,254 1,297

$ 25,318 $ 21,670 $ 18,571

The present value of capitalized lease payments and the future minimum lease payments under
noncancelable operating leases over the lease term as defined in Note 2 (including leases executed for sites
to be developed in 2006) as of December 25, 2005 are as follows (in thousands):

Capitalized Operating
Leases Leases

2006 ...ttt $ 794 $ 26,684
2007 . 822 26,911
2008ttt ettt e e 851 26,957
2009 ... ettt ns 880 26,746
2000ttt 911 26,287
TREFEAFLEN ... 4,073 244,022
Total minimum lease PayMEeNtS..........ccovevvereiiviieereseseeeeseenens 8,331 $ 377,607
Less amounts representing iNterest...........ooecveveveieecveviesesnennas 4,277

Present value of minimum lease payments...........cccccovcvvvevveenne $ 4,054
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13. Notes Payable and Long-Term Debt

Our debt, which includes both notes payable and long-term debt, including capitalized lease obligations, is
comprised of the following (in thousands):

December 25, December 26,
2005 2004

Notes payable; interest at federal funds rate plus 0.625% at

DecemMbEr 25, 2005 ........cceeee e $ 7,900 $ —
Unsecured revolving credit facility; interest at LIBOR

plus 0.625% or prime rate at December 25, 2005,

and LIBOR plus 0.5% or prime rate at

December 26, 2004; due December 2009...........ccccvevvvreinene 175,000 30,000
Capitalized lease obligations (Note 12) ..........ccocvevervvivrverenrinnnn. 4,054 4,148
ONEE e 1,413 1,546
Total notes payable and long-term debt...........cccceveviiiiiennnnn 188,367 35,694
Less notes payable and current portion of long-term debt............ 8,159 222
Long-term debt — less current portion............cceceeeeveveeecreeciennen, $ 180,208 $ 35472

In December 2004, we completed the refinancing of our $150,000,000 unsecured revolving credit facility.
The new bank credit agreement provided for a $150,000,000 five-year unsecured revolving credit facility, of
which $40,000,000 may be used for the issuance of letters of credit. The facility is subject to various
covenants and restrictions which, among other things, require the maintenance of stipulated fixed charge,
leverage and indebtedness to capitalization ratios, as defined. There is no limit on cash dividends provided
that the declaration and payment of such dividend does not cause a default of any other covenant contained
in the agreement. The facility is subject to other standard terms, conditions, covenants, and fees.

In September 2005, we entered into an amendment to our credit facility which increased the revolving credit
commitment available from $150,000,000 to $200,000,000. In October 2005, we entered into a second
amendment to our credit facility which increased the revolving credit commitment available from
$200,000,000 to $250,000,000 and provided for an additional $75,000,000 of revolving credit upon
satisfaction of the conditions set forth in the credit facility.

As of December 25, 2005, we are in compliance with the covenants contained in our credit agreement. As of
December 25, 2005, we had borrowings of $182,900,000, which includes $7,900,000 in an overnight notes
payable, letters of credit of $9,400,000 outstanding and approximately $57,700,000 available under our
revolving credit facility.

Maturities of notes payable and long-term debt, including capitalized lease obligations, ending during the
years indicated, are as follows (in thousands):

0O TR $ 8,159
2007 ot — e e e ettt e e et et et et e e nae e e anes 265
01 292
0L R 175,368
P TR 459
BN 1=T =T U] SRS 3,824

$ 188,367
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14. Captive Insurance Subsidiary

In 2002, we formed Neighborhood Insurance, Inc., a Vermont corporation and a wholly-owned captive
insurance subsidiary to provide Applebee’s International, Inc. and qualified franchisees with workers’
compensation and general liability insurance. Applebee’s International, Inc. and covered franchisees make
premium payments to the captive insurance company which pays administrative fees and insurance claims,
subject to individual and aggregate maximum claim limits under the captive insurance company’s
reinsurance policies. Franchisee premium amounts billed by the captive insurance company are established
based upon third-party actuarial estimates of settlement costs for incurred and anticipated claims and
administrative fees. The franchisee premiums are included in other franchise income ratably over the policy
year. The related offsetting expenses are included in cost of other franchise income. We do not expect
franchisee participation in the captive insurance company to have a material impact on our net earnings. In
2005, we reduced the types of insurance coverage plans offered which resulted in fewer franchisee
participants in our captive insurance program. In the fourth quarter of 2005, we decided to discontinue
writing any new coverage. We will still operate the captive insurance subsidiary to resolve any claims that
were incurred under this program from 2002 through 2005. Our consolidated balance sheets include the
following balances related to the captive insurance subsidiary:

e Franchise premium receivables of approximately $1,700,000 and $1,900,000 as of December 25,
2005 and December 26, 2004, respectively, included in receivables related to captive insurance
subsidiary.

e Cash equivalent and other long-term investments restricted for the payment of claims of
approximately $18,600,000 and $16,700,000 as of December 25, 2005 and December 26, 2004,
respectively, included in restricted assets related to captive insurance subsidiary.

e Loss reserve and unearned premiums related to captive insurance subsidiary of approximately
$20,700,000 and $19,600,000 as of December 25, 2005 and December 26, 2004, respectively.
Approximately $10,500,000 and $7,500,000 as of December 25, 2005 and December 26, 2004,
respectively, is included in other non-current liabilities.

e Other miscellaneous items, net, of approximately $400,000 and $1,000,000 as of December 25, 2005
and December 26, 2004, respectively, included in several line items in the consolidated balance
sheets.

Our activity in the loss and loss adjustment reserve, which includes Applebee’s International, Inc. and
participating franchisees, is summarized in the table below (in thousands):

December 25, December 26,
2005 2004
Total balance, beginning of the year..........ccccccvvveicivcncincnen, $ 18,801 $ 11,007
Incurred related to:
CUIENE YRAN ..ttt 7,141 8,660
o To] =T LSS 2,406 6,687
0] 7= TSR 9,547 15,347
Paid related to:
CUIENT YRAN ..ttt 1,546 2,296
PriOF YEAT ... 6,324 5,257
TOtAl PAIA ..o 7,870 7,553
Total balance, end of the year .........cccccoocevivvieievc s 20,478 18,801
LeSS CUITENt POFLION ...ocvvevviiieciecieee e 9,976 11,378
Long-term portion (NOte 16)........cccvrvrervevrinrereeeseseeeeeseesienens $ 10,502 $ 7,423
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Loss reserve estimates are established based upon third-party actuarial estimates of ultimate settlement costs
for incurred claims (which includes claims incurred but not reported) using data currently available. The
reserve estimates are regularly analyzed and adjusted when necessary. Unanticipated changes in the data
used to determine the reserve may require us to revise our estimates.

Deferred policy acquisition costs include premium taxes, fronting fees and net commissions and are deferred
and amortized over our fiscal year and, accordingly, we did not have any deferred policy acquisition costs as
of December 25, 2005 or December 26, 2004. We had acquisition expenses payable of $259,000 as of
December 25, 2005 and $759,000 as of December 26, 2004 that were included in the current portion of loss
reserve and unearned premiums related to captive insurance subsidiary in the consolidated balance sheets.

15. Accrued Expenses and Other Current Liabilities
Accrued expenses and other current liabilities are comprised of the following (in thousands):

December 25, December 26,

2005 2004

Compensation and related taxes .........cocvvvveerevieseseeresese e, $ 35,488 $ 34,061
() A or=T (0 TR 39,162 30,295
SalES AN USE TAXES ..c.vvveeceeee ettt ettt st 6,798 5,942
INSUTANCE ...ttt ettt e e e s et e e e e e e e s s eaabbeneeas 5,327 5,210
T2 T 1,571 2,007
(@111 12,649 11,549

$ 100,995 $ 89,064

16. Other Non-Current Liabilities
Other non-current liabilities are comprised of the following (in thousands):

December 25, December 26,

2005 2004
RENE 1.ttt $ 18,655 $ 15,642
Nonqualified deferred compensation plan
liabilities (NOE 20).......c.cciiiiiiiiiiieie e 14,493 9,754
Loss and loss adjustment reserve related to
captive insurance subsSidiary...........ccooeveveiievenene e, 10,502 7,423
COMPENSALION........ecvieiiiieie ettt ae s 3,033 5,013
OENEE s 3,691 3,707
$ 50,374 $ 41539
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17. Income Taxes

We, along with our subsidiaries, file a consolidated federal income tax return. The income tax provision

consists of the following (in thousands):

2005 2004 2003
Current provision:
Federal .......coooveieiice e $ 40,198 $ 30,171 $ 45,526
State and 10Cal ... 4,633 2,146 5,106
Deferred provision:
Federal .......oooovveieiececce e 9,248 23,625 2,276
State and 10Cal .........ccccooeiiiic e 623 1,688 160
Income taxes before cumulative effect of change
in accounting prinCiple.......cc.ccovvvivivniencncse e 54,702 57,630 53,068
Income taxes related to the cumulative effect of
change in accounting principle ........cccoccoevvveviennnn (125) — —
Total INCOME tAXES .....cveveeevieeieieiee e $ 54,577 $ 57,630 $ 53,068
The deferred income tax provision is comprised of the following (in thousands):
2005 2004 2003
Depreciation and amortization...........cccceevvevreiviivnnnns $ 11,627 $ 24,278 $ 5,595
(01111 TN (1,756) 1,035 (3,159)
Net change in deferred income taxes ........c....ccevevevee.. $ 9871 $ 25,313 $ 2,436

A reconciliation between the income tax provision and the expected tax determined by applying the statutory

federal income tax rates to earnings before income taxes follows (in thousands):

2005 2004 2003
Federal income tax at statutory rates.............c.cccevuvee.. $ 54,851 $ 58,973 $ 51,597
Increase (decrease) to income tax expense:
State and local income taxes, net of
federal benefit......ccocceoveeeeeiiee e, 3,764 3,083 3,479
Employment related tax credits, net....................... (4,502) (3,894) (3,216)
(@] 11T SR 589 (532) 1,208
Income taxes before cumulative effect of change
in accounting prinCiple.......ccccovvviviinieiencne e 54,702 57,630 53,068
Income taxes related to the cumulative effect of
change in accounting principle ..........cccoovvvevvennne. (125) — —
Total INCOME tAXES ....eovvveeeieeieee et $ 54,577 $ 57,630 $ 53,068
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The net current deferred income tax asset amounts are included in prepaid and other current assets and the
net non-current deferred income tax liability amounts are included in other non-current liabilities in the
accompanying consolidated balance sheets. The significant components of deferred income tax assets and
liabilities and the related balance sheet classifications are as follows (in thousands):

December 25, December 26,
2005 2004

Classified as current:

ACCIUEA BXPENSES ....vcevevivrrereietere e et tete st se e ve e, $ 3,879 $ 3,694

Allowance for bad debts ........ccccocoivviiiiiiiii e 128 156

(01 1T PR 1 1] TR 2,331 3,632

Net deferred iNCOME taxX aSSEL......occvvvvvreireeree e $ 6,338 $ 7,482
Classified as non-current:

Depreciation and amortization...............cccccceevevvereverererenennn, $ (47,067) $ (35,481)

Franchise depositS........cccciiieieerieieneseeese e 446 565

(@] g T=T g 0 1= PP RRTTTRRPPRT 8,899 5,921

Net deferred income tax liability .........ccccooevvviiieiiiiieiens $ (37,722) $ (28,995)

In 2004, we implemented new tax planning strategies that accelerated depreciation on restaurant assets
which resulted in an increase in our deferred income tax liability.

18. Commitments and Contingencies

Litigation, claims and disputes: We are involved in various legal actions which include, without limitation,
employment law, wage and hour, dram shop claims, personal injury claims and other such restaurant
operational matters. In each instance, we believe that we have meritorious defenses to the allegations made
and we are vigorously defending these claims.

We believe that the ultimate disposition of these matters will not, individually or in the aggregate, have a
material adverse effect upon our business or consolidated financial position.

Lease guarantees and contingencies: In connection with the sale of restaurants to franchisees and other
parties, we have, in certain cases, remained contingently liable for the remaining lease payments. As of
December 25, 2005, we have outstanding lease guarantees of approximately $17,200,000. These leases
expire at various times with the final lease agreement expiring in 2018. In addition, we or our subsidiaries
are contingently liable for various leases that we have assigned in connection with the sale of restaurants to
franchisees and other parties, in the potential amount of $14,100,000. We have not recorded a liability
related to these contingent lease liabilities as of December 25, 2005 or December 26, 2004.

Franchisee guarantees: In 2003, we arranged for a third-party financing company to provide up to
$75,000,000 to qualified franchisees for short-term loans to fund remodel investments, subject to our
approval. Under the terms of this financing program, we provided a limited guarantee pool for the loans
advanced during the three-year period ending December 2006. In the fourth quarter of 2005, this program
was terminated and we were released from the guarantees that we had previously provided under this
program.

In 2004, we arranged for a third-party financing company to provide up to $250,000,000 to qualified
franchisees for loans to fund development of new restaurants through October 2007, subject to our approval.
We will provide a limited guarantee of 10% of certain loans advanced under this program. We will be
released from our guarantee if certain operating results are met after the restaurant has been open for at least
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two years. As of December 25, 2005, there were loans outstanding to six franchisees for approximately
$50,400,000 under this program. The fair value of our guarantees under this financing program is
approximately $100,000 and is recorded in non-current liabilities in our consolidated balance sheet as of
December 25, 2005.

Severance agreements: We have severance and employment agreements with certain officers providing for
severance payments to be made in the event the associate resigns or is terminated related to a change in
control. The agreements define the circumstances which will constitute a change in control. If the severance
payments had been due as of December 25, 2005, we would have been required to make payments totaling
approximately $13,300,000. In addition, we have severance and employment agreements with certain
officers which contain severance provisions not related to a change in control. Those provisions would have
required aggregate payments of approximately $6,200,000 if such officers had been terminated as of
December 25, 2005.

19. Stockholders’ Equity

In October 2004, our Board of Directors authorized repurchases of our common stock of up to $150,000,000
beginning in 2005. In October 2005, our Board of Directors approved an additional $175,000,000 to
repurchase our common stock, subject to market conditions. During 2005, we repurchased 8,288,093 shares
of our common stock at an average price of $23.66 for an aggregate cost of approximately $196,100,000. As
of December 25, 2005, we had completed the 2004 stock repurchase authorization and had approximately
$129,000,000 remaining under the 2005 repurchase authorization.

A reconciliation of our treasury shares for the past three fiscal years is provided below (shares in thousands):

Treasury
Shares

Balance as of December 29, 2002...........cccceovivineneiiinennn. 25,423
Purchases of treasury StOCK ..........ccocvvvevierennnesieiere e 2,519
Stock OPLioNS EXEICISEU........evvviveeiierieie e (1,847)
Shares issued under employee benefit plans...........cc.coc....... (276)
Restricted shares awarded under equity incentive plans...... (103)
Balance as of December 28, 2003.........ccccooeviieiinieneneiennens 25,716
Purchases of treasury StOCK ..........ccccvvvevvereresvsierierese e 3,994
Stock OptioNS EXErCISE........ccvvveveieresrse e (1,982)
Shares issued under employee benefit plans...........cc.coc.o..... (275)
Restricted shares awarded under equity incentive plans...... (78)
Balance as of December 26, 2004 ..........ccocvevveeeeevicieeeeennen, 27,375
Purchases of treasury StoCK ..........ccccevvvevievevesesieiiese e 8,288
Stock Options EXErCISE........ccviveveieriesirsr e (1,045)
Shares issued under employee benefit plans...........c..c.c....... (209)
Restricted shares awarded under equity incentive plans...... (104)
Balance as of December 25, 2005..........cccovveeiieeicieevnee e 34,305

20. Employee Benefit Plans

Employee stock option plans: At the 1995 Annual Meeting of Stockholders, the 1995 Equity Incentive Plan
(the “1995 Plan”) was approved. The 1995 Plan was re-approved at the 2005 Annual Meeting of
Stockholders. The 1995 Plan allows the committee to grant stock options, stock appreciation rights,
restricted stock awards, performance unit awards and performance share awards (collectively, “Awards”) to
eligible participants. The 1995 Plan authorizes the committee to issue up to 19,900,000 shares. Options
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granted under the 1995 Plan during 1995 have a term of five to ten years and are generally exercisable three
years from date of grant. Options granted under the 1995 Plan during 1996 through 1998 have a term of ten
years and are generally 50% exercisable three years from date of grant, 25% exercisable four years from date
of grant, and 25% exercisable five years from date of grant. Options granted under the 1995 Plan during
1999 through 2004 have a term of ten years and are generally exercisable at either one, two, three or five
years from the date of grant. Options granted under the 1995 Plan during 2005 have a term of seven years
and are generally exercisable between two and five years from the date of grant. Subject to the terms of the
1995 Plan, the committee has the sole discretion to determine the associates to whom it grants Awards, the
size and types of the Awards and the terms and conditions of the Awards.

During 1999, our Board of Directors approved the 1999 Employee Incentive Plan (the “1999 Plan”) which
allows the committee to grant nonqualified stock options, stock appreciation rights, restricted stock,
performance units and performance shares to eligible participants. The 1999 Plan authorizes the committee
to issue up to 2,473,875 shares. Options granted under the 1999 Plan have a term of ten years and are
generally exercisable one, two or three years from the date of grant. In 2003, we ceased granting options
under this plan. Under both plans, the option price for both qualified and nonqualified options cannot be less
than the fair market value of our common stock on the date the committee grants the options.

Both plans permit the committee to grant performance shares. Performance shares represent rights to receive
our common stock, cash or any combination thereof, based upon certain performance criteria. In 2002, the
committee approved performance share plans with a three-year performance period. We recorded
compensation expense of $2,667,000 in 2003 related to these grants. In 2004, we reversed $447,000 of
compensation expense previously recognized due to the 2004 performance versus our three-year
performance criteria. We recorded compensation expense of $65,000 in 2005 related to these grants. These
amounts were based on the market price of our common stock at the end of each fiscal year. Performance
shares are no longer used by the committee.

We account for both plans in accordance with APB Opinion No. 25 which requires us to recognize
compensation cost based on the excess, if any, between the quoted market price of the stock at the date of
grant and the amount an employee must pay to acquire the stock. Under this method, we have recognized no
compensation cost for stock option awards, except for performance shares as described above.
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Transactions relative to both plans are as follows:

1999 Plan 1995 Plan
Weighted Weighted
Average Average
Number of Exercise Number of Exercise
Options Price Options Price
Options outstanding at
December 29, 2002.............. 2,144,978 $ 11.93 5,587,272 $1041
Granted .......ccovocevrrennnnns 134,250 $ 16.25 1,446,765 $17.36
Exercised ......cc.coervennnnen. (306,151) $ 851 (1,507,872) $ 811
Canceled........cccocevrnnene. (197,980) $ 12.69 (39,117) $15.33
Options outstanding at
December 28, 2003.............. 1,775,097 $ 12.77 5,487,048 $12.84
Granted.......ccoceeervrcennnne. — — 1,596,944 $25.82
Exercised .......c.cccoovennns (572,048) $ 10.46 (1,445,331) $10.09
Canceled.........cccoevevneene. (73,439) $ 1481 (570,853) $14.91
Options outstanding at
December 26, 2004.............. 1,129,610 $ 13.80 5,067,808 $17.48
Granted ........oovvveeveeinnn — 3,277,725 $ 25.69
Exercised ......c.cccovverenes (418,813) $ 13.67 (638,163) $11.89
Canceled..........ccceneen. (46,141) $ 16.02 (341,437) $23.80
Options outstanding at
December 25, 2005.............. 664,656 $ 13.73 7,365,933 $21.33
Options available for grant at
December 25, 2005.............. 363,238 3,552,836

The number of options exercisable for each plan are summarized below:

1999 Plan 1995 Plan

Weighted Weighted

Average Average

Options Exercise Options Exercise

Exercisable Price Exercisable Price

December 28, 2003.............. 146,829 $ 8.56 1,590,897 $ 9.36
December 26, 2004.............. 403,863 $ 10.95 1,572,468 $10.70
December 25, 2005.............. 556,656 $ 13.24 1,919,347 $13.33
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The following table summarizes information relating to fixed-priced stock options outstanding for both plans
at December 25, 2005:

Options Outstanding Options Exercisable
Weighted
Average Weighted Weighted
Remaining Average Average
Range of Exercise Number Contractual Exercise Number Exercise
Prices Outstanding Life Price Exercisable Price
1995 Plan:
$ 6.18 to $ 6.19 13,197 2.5 years $ 6.19 13,197 $ 6.19
$ 742 to $ 745 81,515 2.0 years $ 7.43 81,515 $ 743
$ 820 to $ 897 435,605 2.7 years $ 8.46 435,605 $ 8.46
$ 981 to $ 9.94 249,187 5.1 years $ 9.83 249,187 $ 9.83
$13.46 to $14.72 764,914 5.9 years $14.54 764,914 $14.54
$1560 to $16.35 960,065 7.0 years $16.25 201,644 $16.23
$16.97 to $21.94 592,759 6.8 years $20.99 11,625 $18.44
$22.79 to $28.40 3,996,264 7.1 years $25.83 161,660 $25.69
$2891 to $28091 272,427 6.2 years $28.91 — —
$ 6.18 to $28091 7,365,933 6.5 years $21.33 1,919,347 $13.33
1999 Plan:
$ 724 to $ 845 46,011 4.0 years $ 812 46,011 $ 8.12
$ 981 to $10.65 145,225 5.2 years $ 9.86 145,225 $ 9.86
$1282 to $17.60 473,420 6.4 years $15.46 365,420 $15.22
$ 724 to $17.60 664,656 6.0 years $13.73 556,656 $13.24

1989 Plan: During 1989, our Board of Directors approved the 1989 Employee Stock Option Plan (the *1989
Plan”). The 1989 Plan was terminated and replaced with the 1995 Plan at the 1995 Annual Meeting of
Stockholders. We had exercises of 6,262 and 78,900 in 2004 and 2003, respectively, related to the 1989 Plan.
There are no options outstanding as of December 25, 2005 under the 1989 Plan.

Restricted stock awards: During 2005, 2004, and 2003, the committee granted restricted stock awards to
certain officers and key associates. These awards vest over a one to three-year period. We recorded
unearned compensation for the market value of the stock at the date of grant, and we have presented this as a
reduction to stockholders’ equity in the accompanying consolidated balance sheets. We are amortizing
unearned compensation ratably to expense over the vesting period. Accordingly, we recognized
compensation expense of $2,231,000, $1,422,000 and $1,011,000 in 2005, 2004, and 2003, respectively.

Nonqualified deferred compensation plan: In 2002, we entered into a rabbi trust agreement to protect the
assets of the nonqualified deferred compensation plan for certain of our associates. Each participant’s
account is comprised of their contribution, our matching contribution and each participant’s share of
earnings or losses in the plan. In accordance with Emerging Issues Task Force No. 97-14, “Accounting for
Deferred Compensation Arrangements Where Amounts Are Held in a Rabbi Trust and Invested,” the
accounts of the rabbi trust are reported in our consolidated financial statements. As of December 25, 2005
and December 26, 2004, our consolidated balance sheets include the investments in other assets and the
offsetting obligation is included in other non-current liabilities. The deferred compensation plan investments
are considered trading securities and are reported at fair value with the realized and unrealized holding gains
and losses related to these investments recorded in other income and the offsetting compensation expense
recorded in general and administrative expenses.

Employee retirement plans: During 1992, we established a profit sharing plan and trust in accordance with

Section 401(k) of the Internal Revenue Code. We make matching contributions of 50% of associate
contributions not to exceed 4.0% of an associate’s compensation in any year. Through 2004, we made our
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contributions in shares of our common stock. Beginning in 2005, we make our contributions in cash. Our
contributions vest at the rate of 20% after the associate’s second year of service, 60% after three years of
service, 80% after four years of service and 100% after five years of service. Contributions under these
plans were $2,509,000 in 2005, $2,158,000 in 2004 and $1,755,000 in 2003.

Employee stock purchase plan: During 1996, we established an employee stock purchase plan in accordance
with Section 423 of the Internal Revenue Code. The plan was approved at the 1997 Annual Meeting of
Stockholders. The plan allows associates to purchase shares of our common stock at a 15% discount through
payroll deductions. The Board has authorized 1,350,000 common shares under the plan. Associates
purchased 208,780 shares under this plan during 2005, 196,220 shares during 2004 and 196,576 shares
during 2003.

21. Related Party Transactions

As of December 28, 2003, we had a loan outstanding with an interest rate of 5% to an officer for moving
related assistance in the amount of $310,000. The remaining principal of $210,000, as well as accrued
interest, was paid in September 2004.

22. Subsequent Event

We completed the acquisition of four franchise restaurants in the Houston area in January 2006 for
approximately $8,200,000 in cash.
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23. Quarterly Results of Operations (Unaudited)

The following presents the unaudited consolidated quarterly results of operations for 2005 and 2004. All
amounts, except per share amounts, are expressed in thousands.

2005
Fiscal Quarter Ended
March 27, June 26, September 25, December 25,
2005 2005 2005 2005
Revenues:
Company restaurant Sales ..........cccoveveernerieiinsnceenns $ 270,458 $ 272,703 $ 272,673 $ 266,807
Franchise royalties and fees........c.ccoevvvevnivninninniniinnnnns 33,008 32,493 31,589 31,723
Other franChiSe INCOME ......coeeevieeiieiee e 1,065 1,424 1,064 1,643
Total operating revVeNUES..........ccccvevevevsesesnnrenns 304,531 306,620 305,326 300,173
Cost of company restaurant sales:
Food and DeVErage........ccevveveieieieieeeiseee e 71,635 72,565 71,555 70,767
LaDOK ..o 88,724 90,115 90,231 89,493
Direct and OCCUPANCY ......ccvevverveieieieieieieeeeeeaaaneas 66,367 71,038 74,706 75,545
Pre-0pening eXPENnSE.......cuuveueeeveueesesesiesesesesenns 1,167 1,268 1,089 1,243
Total cost of company restaurant sales .................. 227,893 234,986 237,581 237,048
Cost of other franchise INCOME.......ccvveveeeeeieeee e 819 1,229 790 2,054
General and administrative eXpenses ........ccoccuvvverenienenienn. 26,946 27,980 26,329 28,513
Amortization of intangible assets.........c..ccocviviiviiiiiniiiiinninns 228 226 204 220
Impairment of long-lived assets ........cc.ccovvvvirininenienieneniens — — 3,900 —
Loss on disposition of restaurants and equipment............... 297 564 480 726
Operating  arnings .......ccoeveeereeeriereseseses s 48,348 41,635 36,042 31,612
Other income (expense):
INVESEMENT INCOME....cviiiiiiieierieie e (41) 449 568 719
INEErESt EXPENSE ..ovvevverrerveieieie et (337) (634) (1,232) (2,162)
Other INCOME ... 435 584 593 150
Total other income (EXPENSE).......coevvereevereeeenenne. 57 399 (71) (1,293)
Earnings before income taxes and cumulative effect of

change in accounting principle.........ccccovvninininininennn. 48,405 42,034 35,971 30,319
INCOME TAXES ..ttt e e e e e e eaar e e e e e e 16,748 14,544 13,836 9,574M
Earnings before cumulative effect of change in accounting

PHNCIPIE e 31,657 27,490 22,135 20,745
Cumulative effect of change in accounting principle,

(4] 0] -V ST — — — (225)
NEL BAMINGS ..t $ 31,657 $ 27,490 $ 22,135 $ 20,520
Basic net earnings per common share:

Basic earnings before cumulative effect of change in

accounting PrinCiple ......cveveveveeeeeeieieeeeeee e $ 039 $ 034 $ 028 $ 027
Cumulative effect of change in accounting principle,

(4] 0] - ST — — — —
Basic net earnings per common Share ..........ccocceevveeervennnns $ 039 $ 034 $ 0.28 $ 027
Diluted net earnings per common share:

Diluted earnings before cumulative effect of change in

accounting PrinCiple ......cveveveeeeeeeeceeee e $ 038 $ 034 $ 028 $ 027
Cumulative effect of change in accounting principle,

(4] 00 -V ST — — — —
Diluted net earnings per common share .............ccoccevvvevnnen, $ 038 $ 034 $ 0.28 $ 027
Basic weighted average shares outstanding.............c..cc..c.... 80,705 79,897 78,485 75,525
Diluted weighted average shares outstanding ..................... 82,375 81,360 79,691 76,542

@ Fourth quarter 2005 net earnings reflect a decrease in income tax expense of $1.1 million due to the resolution of a state income
tax matter.
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2004

Fiscal Quarter Ended

March 28, June 27, September 26, December 26,
2004 2004 2004 2004
Revenues:
Company restaurant Sales ............cocoveevrviniinciennenn, $ 243,560 $ 247,769 $ 247,173 $ 238,296
Franchise royalties and fees.........ccocevevvrniniiniiiinannns 30,715 30,722 30,048 29,736
Other franchise iNCOME.........cccecvveeevienie e, 3,115 3,399 3,913 3,188
Total operating revVeNUES.........ccvevevevevevanaennns 277,390 281,890 281,134 271,220
Cost of company restaurant sales:
Food and beverage.........coeveveevveieieieieieiseeisianens 63,515 66,647 65,115 63,857
LADOT ...t 79,655 80,683 79,195 78,126
Direct and OCCUPANCY........ccveveverrevnieirsiisnansasreanens 59,342 60,513 61,914 62,938
Pre-opening XPeNSE ......ovvveeeereresisesesesiesesieneens 567 425 1,020 1,013
Total cost of company restaurant sales................. 203,079 208,268 207,244 205,934
Cost of other franchise iNCOME.........ocovvvevevveeieee e 2,937 5,035 3,521 2,908
General and administrative eXpenses .........ccccoovevreeennenn. 25,422 24,960 26,752 27,676
Amortization of intangible assetS.........ccocvvvriiviiriivininnnn, 86 158 199 220
Loss on disposition of restaurants and equipment............. 495 584 441 435
Operating  arnings .......cccceverererierierierserreeeeereereeeaeseanes 45371 42,885 42977 34,047
Other income (expense):
INVESTMENE INCOME.....ocveiiieicee e 223 18 325 718
INEErESt EXPENSE ..vvveveevreieeieeieise s (344) (416) (379) (487)
Other INCOME ...t 461 562 754 1,780
Total Other INCOME ......eveeeeeeeeee e 340 164 700 2,011
Earnings before income taxes........ccoccvvvvnininieneneneniennn, 45711 43,049 43,677 36,058
INCOME tAXES. ... ettt e e e e e 15,975 14,919 15,080 11,656
NEL BAMINGS ..ot $ 29,736 $ 28,130 $ 28,597 $ 24,402
Basic net earnings per common Share ............cccceueveveneneee, $ 036 $ 034 $ 035 $ 030
Diluted net earnings per common share ...........cc.cccoevevennen. $ 035 $ 0.33 $ 034 $ 030
Basic weighted average shares outstanding.............c..c...... 81,986 81,781 81,511 80,835
Diluted weighted average shares outstanding ................... 84,628 84,098 83,503 82,518
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